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PRETACE 





Soam old friends have sugested to me the idea 
of publishing my expeiences in Tirhoot from 
187, The following pages give a brief sketch as 
far us my memory serves me. Dates may nos be 
always accurate ; but they arz not far out. TEvents 
have been jotted down ag they came to mind ; and 
if the occurrences of 1857 come tumbling in 
when my reminiscences are of 1847-48, I musi 
ask my readers to remember that these pages 
have been put together hurriedly during leisure 
moments. 


September 1987, 
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REMINISCENCES OF BEIAR 


AN OLD PLANTER. 


LALA 


CILAPTER I, 


ARRIVAL IN CALCUTTA JOURNDY UP-COUNTRY — SUGAR. 
PLANING 


YN the year 1847, towards the end of September, 
I bade farewell to my people in Mauritius, and 
sailed in the good ship Albatross, an Amorican 
vessel of over a thousand tons, Captam Coffin 
commanding, for Calcutta, which we reached, after 
a prosperous voyage of five weeks, emly in No- 
vember,” I wag met on arrival by a very talkative 
Bengali Babu, who despatched me in a palkeo 
to the house of Mr. Alfred Gonger, to whose 
cae T had been consigned by my father. He 
lived at that time in Tank Square, and was of the 
firm of Gouger, Jenkins & Co J was most hos- 
pitably received by him 3 but soon found that I 
had made my first acquaintance with Calcutta at 
a very inauspicious moment; the great firm of 
Ww, B 1 
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Cockerell & Co. having just failed for an enor- 
mous sum. of moncy, and the Union Bank as well, 
spreading ruin and dismay amongst thousands 
of people. very business man’s face bore an 
anxious lool, for no one knew when some big bill 
might be icturned protested. Money could not 
be raised on the best sceurily, and business was at 
a standstill, ‘Things wore in this condition when 
I steamed out of Caleutta down the Tooghly 
round by the Sunderbunds bound for Monghyr. 
As we passed in the steamship Benares, my good 
friends in the Albatioss hoisted her colours, and 
dropped thom in a parting salute to me, a 
atranger in a strange Jand, and I felt not a little 
dawnhearted, as I waved them back my last adieu. 

The voyage from the Sunderbunds to Monghyr 
took over a week, and to a young grilf, as I was 
then, became mos exciting, the herds of deer on 
the low-lying lands bounding away into the thick 
woods, and the large alligators lying like logs of 
old timber on the muddy banks, and gliding into 
the water, when disturbed by the noise of our 
paddles, were a source of consi mt interest to me, 
uul 1 only longed for my gun to have a shot at 
thom, When we got out of the jungly part of the 
Sunderbunds, we came again on signs of civiliza- 
tion and soon passcd the large concern, Maharaj- 
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gunge, an imdigo- factory, which, when Bengal 
was in ils palmy days used to sell for one lakh of 
rupecs an anna share. Novw, alas, it isa case of 
Ichabod . 

The vessel had hardly touched the shore at 
Monghyr before we were boarded by hundreds of 
natives selling every conceivable kid of wood 
and ion work, desks, boxes, pistols, knives, &e , 
and ornaments of all descriptions in buffaloe horn 
and ebony, all exccedingly cheap; a double-gun 
by a Monghyr Manton, could than be bought for 
Ts. 5. Now-a days you may go to Monghyr and 
hardly find any of the people who used to work 
50 well, and at such moderate prices; the iron 
horse and the march of civilization have pretty 
well cleared them all out. 

Dr, Ilastings, Civil Surgeon at the station, was 
kind cnough 10 meet me and take me to his house— 
that in which Mr Fitzpatrick afterwards lived 
just outside the Monghyr Fort Gate, and close to the 
Rulway stetion. 1 remember the present neat httlo 
public gardens were being lad o tt—those which 
have been brought to such perfection under General 
M—’s care, and are now the attractive rendezvous 
of society. Of course, I did not fail to visit the 
Sita Koond (hot springs), just below Peorpahar 
(Mountain of the Saint) where Mr. Alonzo Money 
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thon vesited ; he was Migts rate of Monghyr, 
mud lived to d's inguish hi nself diiig the mutiny 
when he marched to Gya. Me was afterwards 
Commissioner of Bhai sulpore. Alter a short stay 
I proceeded on my jouney to Tithoot, my ults- 
mite destination, crossing the Ginges im a very 
ruhcuy bor to where stcud ny pike, awailing 
my anival, with the usual quantum of bearers, 
musalchee, &. Having spread my razad (quilt), 
and settled my pillows to my satisfaction with 
cheroot to beguile the time, J started on what 
proved one of the most unpleasmt journeys I 
ever made, I shall never forget the monotonous 
“Wm-him’ noise of the bearers, or the almost 
unbearable smell] of the masal (torch), which was 
lighted when n ght fell, or the agony of stiffness 
in my bacs, when I awoke from my Crst doze | 
The cold was intense on‘the lands between the 
banks of the riser and the higher ground, and as no 
matirass had been put in the palanqma, there was 
nothing between mo and it but the qult, which 
Avas nob ts Inge as could have been desired, and 
conscquontly, Lavas newly frozen. It was a most 
marciul dispensation when, at last, the bearers 
put down the palkec, and lit a hugo fue round 
which we squatied together till the time came to 
petunder wy cgain. ‘That wasa n’ght of misery | 
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We reached Muunowl factory, where P—C— 
was manager and proprictor, about 6 A.M ; and 
neyor shall [ forge. poor old C— and his “get-up’ 
of black velvet cap, knee breevhes, and top baots, 
and over alla bright, coloured dressing gown. Twas 
most kindly reccived by him, and Mrs C—, and 
their litule daughter, and observing his costume, [ 
fully expected that he was just setting out to ride ; 
but for the two days I stayed at Munjowl, his 
dress never varied, and never a horse did he 
bestride Again betaking myself to my palkee, 
I reached Dowlutpore in the carly morning, and 
giving my bearers one rupee as buksish, I diss 
missed them, but they had spotted me as a griff, 
and one of them shortly after ictuned with a 
long yarn in which the words “rupee” and “ crab” 
were often 1epeared, and of which I did nov under- 
stand anything, till the Unglish speaking factory 
Babu coming to my assistance, 1, was explained 
{o me that the rupee I had given was 2 bad one, 
and that they were asking for another, which I gave 
at once, R—, who was managing Dowlutpore, 
was away at the time, and was h ehly amused at 
my simplicity in believing then for, of course, 
they had swindled me. I spent two very pleasant 
days wilh R— and his wife, who were most hind 
tome. DLothhave been dead inany years,—he, poor 
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follow, was one of the many victinis of the mutiny. 
Ho had left mdigo and gone into the Sonthal 
Commission. JIeand G  G— were paying a visit 
to some offices im chuge of a detachment of 
sepoys stitoned near the Grand Trunk Road. 
They had dued, and passed the night wih then 
fmencs, when, 11 the caly morning, they heard 
shots fired. GG aammmedtately wnderstood what 
was up, and kolied straijht away, getting into 
the jungle, where he was hidden by a Pasi woman 
R was following G— when a sepoy called alter 
him: “What are you running away for, Sahib? 
There is no fear,” ~~ Poor R— was foolish enough 
jo turn back, when the sepoy bayonetted him. 
Thus died poor R— As it may interest my 
readers to know about the two officers, I will go on 
wih the story: Tuey, finding thur mcn im a 
state of mutiny, ran for the house, and locked 
themselves in One of these olliccis was 1eported 
to be a very kind and considerate master, the 
other @man of aimosl violent temper who never 
had ac'vil word to sey to a native hey had 
not been long, in the house when a sepoy came to 
the door and ealled to the bad tempered man to 
come out. Though bad tempered, he was brave, 
and he told his brotha officer that he would go 
ot, and the scpoys would, no doubt, shoot him, 
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and in the meantime he could escape. What was 
his astonishment, when, on his stepping ont of the 
house, four men formed round him, and marched 
hin off to Bhaugulpore. A purse was got up by 
the residents of Tshaugulpore as a reward for these 
mien who har saved thew officer, One of the old 
Eurasians, however, questioned the sepoys as to 
svhy they had not saved both officers, “ Oh,” 
they said, “this man is a mad man; and if we had 
killed him, the devil in him would have gone to 
one of us!” In the morning when the station 
residents went to present the purse, they found the 
sepoys gone, The other unfortunate officer was 
shot. J may as well relate another instance of 
a marvellous escape during the mutiny which 
happened abort the sane time. Some irregular 
cavalry mutinied and 1an off from Bhaugulpore. 
They had to pass by a factory where a young 
planter was living ; and expecting some loot, they 
fired a volley, and made for the house The 
planter was just gong to bed. Te told his bearer 
to ran to the stables and bring hts horse round to 
the back of the garden and hide it in the ditch, 
The sowars were close to the house, so he had to 
make up his mind shatp as to where he would in 
the nicanwhile hide, Ue suddenly remembered 
that he had had a big carthen vessel called a suhu, 
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made to hold water, lacy dug out of the floor of 
one of the rooms, so he felt his way im the dul 
and gol inlo the hole where the me «@ had becn, 
S{e had bmely settled down when one of the 
somons cntored the room. Te dropped a gum 
cap, tnd bent dow to try o fud it by gropme 
abot t ov the floor with bis hind. As the sowar 
gob nearer and nener to hun, the yo ing man [olf 
his blood ran cold. Tie sowar shortly after wont 
ou of the roow, when the planter jumped out of 
his hiding place, ran along the garden hedge, got 
into the ditch, and finding his horse waiting there, 
jumped on it, and rode off 

L must now go back to Dowlutpore, aud con- 
tinue the thread of my story. Tom Rs hop- 
pitalle roof, J agam continned my journey to my 
nex, 61290, ITattowrie fretory, and arrived, ap ou 
previous occasions, in the emly morning, As a 
maticr of conrse, my palkee was pnt dewn at the 
door of the bungalow, aud looking out, Co saw a 
lady and some children, bit having no letter of 
in roduc.on ant being unaccustomed to the ways, 
of the country, T felt rathor as uf T were miradme, 
and not very hippy. Lowever, she came forward 
in the kmdest way, and asked me in, making’ me 
so welcome that ] soon forgot my shyness. [was 
very desirous of lestifying my gratitude by an 
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offer of my palkee and bearers, as she wanted to 
leave Mattowrie, her husband having sold out ; 
but nothing would induce the men to take ber— 
they would only carry me to my jonrnecy’s end, 
and with many regrets at 11y inability to assist 
her, after a few honrs’ vest Tagain set out on my 
weary way. ow thankful T was 10 find mysell 
some {welve hours after‘grasping my brother's hand, 
and my wanderings ended. It was late at night 
when I arrived, and he had got out of bed to 
receive me, so, saying, he should reserve all he 
had to say till next morning, I very gladly 
“turned in,” and was soon in the delightful arms 
of Morpheus, Idon’t know how long I had slept 
when I was awakened by some one singing in the 
room next io mine, really most beautifully, and 
then the same voice addressing an audience which 
T found afterwards was animagmary one mm these 
words; “ What do you think of that for a song ? 
“Oh, you encae me? Well, I will sing you 
something this time that will bring down the 
house ;” and off he went again, song afier song, 
till, worn out with jis excrtion, as I was with 
mine, sleep overtook us, Next morning I made 
the acquaintance of my eccentric next door neigh 
bour, Ifo was standing, looking into a dinin, as J 
approached him and said : “Good mormng.” “Do 
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you hear her, poor thing?” he asked, for a reply 
“She says she has not been washed for a weck.” 
T was rather taken aback by this remark, and still 
more 80 when pointing Lo some water, out of which 
something stood upright, he asked. “ Do you see 
that boa-constrictor?” L thought um stark staring 
mad, as indeed he was not lar from being, and was 
very glad when at this moment my brother made 
his appearance ‘The gentleman in question was 
a Mi. P—, who hid charge of machinery at 
Purhchar factory, who having imbibed too freely 
on route had been put down at Kumtoul to recover 
himself before continuing his way to Mozufferpore. 
IIe had been a professional singer before he took 
to engincering, which accounted for the midnight 
entertainmen; he had favoured me with. Ile only 
remained a few hours my brothers guest, and that 
was the last we ever heard of him. 

After breakfast the factory amlahs (office ser- 
vants) came mn a body to pay their respects to me, 
the “ Burra Sahib’s” brother, cach offermy his gift 
of one or tivo rupees, recording to the donor's posi- 
tion, lad on the corn of his clean chudder (sheet 
worn over tha shoulder) with a low salaam. Iwas 
rather puzzled as to the wherefore of this coremony, 
and inquiring what I was to do under the cirewms- 
tances, learnt, to my surprise, that I was to take the 
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coin, raise it to my forchead in token of acceptance, 
and pocket it, 2 not unpleasant and casy oceupation 
as I found by the evening that ] had added to my 
slender fortune nbé less than fifty rupecs The 
custom prevail at that period was, if you were 
a Burra Suhad (gieat man) to touch the rupees 
with your fingers, and then your forehead, and the 
suvda bearer (head bearer), who took care to be 
present on such occasions, pocketted the money. 
Since the time I speak of this and other respectful 
practices have nearly died out in India, times have 
changed—not altogether for the better. 

Belore leaving Mauritius, I had been employed 
ag a sugar planter with the view of learning the 
work it was proposed that I should follow in 
Rengal, but within two years sugar-planting in 
Tirhoot, was pretty well given up, and many 2 
good man ruined. The soil was found to be un- 
suited for it, and the cane degenerated,—then it 
was that E took to indigo ; bit before that time 
aimved, many jolly days were spent with my 
bfother at Kwntoul and other places One hohday 
a Kanti, in 1848, 1s very fresh in my memory, 
at my cousin, Russell Crawford’s house—a very 
pretty place, situated on the border of a large 
semi-circular lake, well raised off the ground. The 
drive up to it, meandered through hedges of lovely 
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roses, and the grounds were enclosed by clumps 
of enormous bamboos, whose graccful feathery 
heads yecmed to wave one a welcome. Flowering 
shrubs were dotted all about, and banyan tees 
with wide spreading branches roomy enough to 
take in a regtinc 1) of soldiers, were to be seen 
every here and there. We spent New Year's day 
msooting, Breaklist was sent out to us 3 and we 
haa a cha ming picnic afier making a capival bag 
of blies partridge, hare, and quail, In the even- 
ing we danced ; to my extreme confusion it was 
discovercd that [ alone of the men could waltz, 
and I was, therefore, led up to the “ Spin.” of the 
party who danced “round dances,” and we did 
“the light fantistic” together, to the admiration 
of the spectators, Quadiilles and country dances 
followed, and fun became fast and furious till 
the small hours chimed, Uappy bygone days ! 
Crp B way one of those T met for the 
first time during my visit to Kanti, Ie was 
quite a gentleman of the old school, and most 
cowtcons in thanner. A one poriod he had béon 
in the Tfon’ble East India Co’s Navy, which he 
had left tolerubly well off. Unlortun itely, he in- 
ver ed cll his for ame in indigo, and lost it, and was 
at that ime man wing a sallpelro manufactory, near 
my cousin’s place for Mackillop, Stewart & Co , of 
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Caleatta Twas back at work at Kuntoul ealy 
in Jannary, and found that it was becoming pretty 
hard, The west wind had begun to blow, and 
60 violently in the day tama, that the sparks fiom 
the furnaces were carried for miles around, endan- 
gering the villages, and we had, consequently, to 
do the cane-crushing at night, which was a very 
cald and tning business, avd I was thankful when 
at last it was finished The engines had been 
very trying to the nerves of everybody—* Blow- 
hard” and “ Rattletrap” Ly name _ the boilers of 
both being in such a crazy condition, that they 
were always on the point of bursting, especially 
“Blowhard,” which actually did come to pieces, and 
killed 2 young blacksmith. Iappily, I was absent 
when the accident took place, but it did not con- 
tribute to my peace of mind when I returned. I 
had been with my brother to Pundoul, Mi J— 
G—'s factory, where sugar was extensively ma- 
nufactured,—a very pretty place with grand mango 
groves all about it, Mr. G— was devoted to 
gardening, and showed great taste in the way he 
had laid out the grounds. It was said that his 
pineapples were so plentiful that he fed his pigs on 
them, and that every fiuit and flower that India 
could produce might be found in his gardens. 
Shortly afler this, I was asked to make one of a 


14 RLM NiscnNnons OF BNAAR 


tiger-shooling party, and hiving obtained leave to 
go my delight was ‘nbounded. For a week before- 
hand every spare moment was pent in seeing 
to the state of iny grins, casting bullets, and get- 
ting the howdah gear in order, and 1 was a ved 
letter day when about the end of March, Mr. J— 
GU— picked me up al Kumtoul and carried me olf 
to Doomrah. 


CHAPTER II 


TIGER-SHOOTING—MIDNIGHT ALARM—DDATI. BY 
DROWNING OL Li-— 
() UR escapes were narrow and many during the 
drive to Doomrab factory for neither the 
roads nor the horses were of the best; of the 
latter, onc was given to backing, another {o gibbing. 
However, we arrived safe and sound at last, and the 
perils of the way had been so exciting that they 
added just the zest needed io make our journey 
most amusing. Our host, a jovial merry-fellow, 
had assembled a large party of friends ; and 
although I was a stranger to most of them, I soon 
felt, myself at home, and burning with ardour for 
the early start, we were to make on the morrow. 
Long before the peep of day we were up and 
away 10 S—, where II— lived, not far fiom Purhilea 
factory: II carried on some farming business in 
connection with villages belonging to the Soor- 
sund Babus. Resting there till do afternoon, we 
again set out, and, crossing the Nepaul boundary 
at a place called Sureepore Kablassa, we shortly 
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cme upon our tents, ready pitched, and every 
preparation mide for us. 

Fwas asionishedand much impressed to hear from 
the villagers thel big game was so munerous, and 
t] at tigers were rimming all over the place like eats, 
bul Twas soon to find ont that a Nepaul Shikari 
(hunter) is not to be quile de ended on, and tells a 
* good one” when he wishcs to keep the thing going. 
We were to be ready to start at tow o'clock next 
moining, and long before then were astir, getting 
our properties in order, rubbing our guns, and pre- 
paring our powder and shot. ‘Lhe elupharits, with 
howdahs strapped on, appeared on the scene at the 
appoinied time, and, I must confess it was with 
some trepidation L approached the huge, restless 
monster on whose back [ was to take my first 
lesson in clephant riding, es well as tiger hunting. 
J—C— was made Captain of the expedition, and 
having reached the jungle, we were placed in a 
line, he in the centre, Between gach howdah 
auimal there were several pad elephants +o do the 
work of bevting, snd im thus order on woe marched, 
the cJephanis stamping and ernshing down the 
trees in their path by pulting their forcheads 
against them, and bringing the whole weight of 
their bodies to bear. We, on the tiptoe of expect - 
auion, ready to fre at “Stipes” the moment he 
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showed himself. TIowever, our first day out was 
doomed to be a blank, as far as b g game was con- 
ecrned, In spite of the story of the shkaris, that 
tigers were as plentiful as cats, we beat the thick 
jungle till midday in vain. Then the order to 
fire only at tiger was withdrawn by our Captain, 
and we turned ou. attention to deer, hare, and 
pea uud jungle fowls, of which we made w luge 
bag before mght fell. As the elephants with 
the tiffin (luncheon) basket hove in sight, we 
called a halt, and, getting into a piece of magni 
ficent sil forest, we were not long in setting to. 
Near us ran a lovely river, the mppling water of 
which was as clear as crystal, and on its banks 
we pitched our tents. ITow delicious it was after 
many hours jolting to dip in the stream, and 
refresh our tired hmbs! Elephant -riding had 
vednced me tn one great ache in every part of my 
body ; and, I think, the slumbers of all our party 
were pretiy sound that night, when, soon after 
owt evening meal, we turned in, Karly mornmg 
we were agun afoot and away, the day opening 
with biughter prospects, for, having reached some 
mushy ground in which tall reeds were growing, 
the clephants began to show signs of uncasiness, 
and all at once there wag a rush and a regular 
volley of shots. I saw nothing but the tip of a 
Wi, Re B 2 
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tal over the recds. Following in line, I suddenly 
came on a tiger dead, or dying in about a foot 
of water. My animal pulled up with a jerk that 
nearly threw me out of the howdah, and the 
mahout shouted to me to fire, or the clephant 
would go down on his knees to cainsh the tiger. 
There was a tremendous hubbub, natives shouting, 
elcophants sucuning anu tiumpettug, sportsmen 
scolding, so T blazed away, expending all my 
barrels 01 the Linte, which I believed was already 
dead; however, there could have been no doubt 
about it when I had ceased to fire, and we gathered 
round our trophy. It proved to be a tigress over 
nine feet long fiom tip of nose to end of tail. 
She was handed over to the ehamar (tanner) to 
skin and putly tan; and we afterwards found 
that the natives had boned all the whiskers and 
several of the claws as chaims, which was very 
amusing.—I have shot several tigers since those 
days, but have never succeeded in recovering the 
skin with ils (ull number of whiskers, the natives 
will have ove al any covl—As may be supposed, 
we wore excessively proud of our fist igor, for 
we were nearly all grills and new to the work. 
Tate next day, when some of the party had dis- 
mounted and gone aller florican a long way from 
the rest cf us, a mahout called out: “ There goes a 
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tiger,” and, snve enough, about hilf a mile away in 
the middle ofa big plain, we saw his royal highness 
quictly walking off towaids a wood on the opposite 
side We halted to collect our scattered forces, 
and they too secing the beast, got on their ele- 
phants sharp, aud gave chase, As we advanced, we 
watched with intense interest a native who was 
crossing the ma:dan (plain) within a few feet of 
the tiger, the animal passed almost close to him, 
but he never increased his pace, it was kismet! 
Our elephants, unfortunately, were not of the best 
—they were not howdah elephants—and were very 
slow, so, we did not get up with the tiger as rapidly 
as we ought; but S— got along shot at him, as 
he was entering the wood, and thought he limped 
as he went away, but it was ts0 late to follow 
hnn that night, and we returned to camp. At 
dawn we were off again in search of the bagh 
(tiger) which S— thought he had wounded ; but, 
though we beat every possible bit of jungle, we 
did not see any signs of him, and we had 
almost given him up when, returning to the 
ground we had shot over the previous day, II 
and G—~ saw a little patch of grass ahead, which 
they thought they would try. Tardly had they 
enteredit when ont jumped a big tiger, G— in his 
excitement fired two barrcls loaded with shot, but 
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{I— sent v bullet alter him, as he disappeared 
into the jungle, and declared he had hit him. Next 
day we moved our camp, and beating down a 
siream thet ran through the wood near where II— 
had fired at the tiger, L came upon him dead. Ile 
must have been the same animal that & — had hit 
s¢ there wasa wound on lng hindleg Oar © fin” 
wis another tigress about the size of the first. 
During the night that followed, when we were 
all sleeping the sleep of the just after the fatigues 
ol the day, we were aroused by the most frightful 
yells T ever heard. To jump out of bed and seize 
our guns wis the work of a moment; but in the 
dark all was confusion and hubbub at first. I had 
never heard horses screaming from terror till then ; 
and a very horiuble sound it was, mingled with 
the shrieks of the suduyeo (underservant) who, 
asleep outside the tents, had opened his eyes to 
find a tiger standing ab his fect, it was only a 
wonder thi he had no been euried off by the 
brute. Tho poor horses were perfectly paralysed 
with fear, We were soon afftemvards in pursuit, 
and yery anxious to come wp wilh the gentleman 
who had 0 nearly polished off our bearer, Fol- 
lowing the footprints im the sand, we got into a 
piece of jungle thick with an undergrowth of grass 
and briar plum, which we beat carefully through 
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without result, Then we sent the shekars to sce 
ifthere were any footprints m the dry bed of the 
river which might indicate an exit that way, but 
none were visible We full certain that the am 
inal could not be far off, and wheeled round to beat 
Unck again About half way, f observed a tuft of 
grass, too small, one would have thought to conceal 
any large animal, but “ every stone must be turned” 
in tiger hunting, so, I called (o the driver of one 
of the pad clephants to go throuzh it, when, with 
agrowl, oul jumped our midmyht visitor. The 
whole lne fired, and she rolled over just outside 
the jungle in the sand. A pad elephant had been 
told off to carry her, when she was observed to 
blink one eye as much as to say: “I'll give it to 
you now,’ and in a second up she sprang with a 
roar, and made a kind of sem: circular charge on us, 
Away sped the elephants, S ’s howdah was 
smashed against a tree, and knocked to pieces, and 
lis guns thrown on the ground, Fortunately, he 
managed to spring al C—’s elephant as 16 passed, 
and hold on to the howdah. S and Tk— dis- 
appeared on theirs down the dry bed of the river, 
and did not icturn for over an hour, G— was 
on a blmd animal, which did not 1un far, and mine 
stood sill after a short scamper. O—’s, with 8— 
hanging on belund, rushed into a thick forest, where 
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the gigantic creepers half skinned the wretched 
mahoul ant CO himself, who had vented to 
peep out from a seenre position in the bottom of 
the howdeh, got such a crack with one that he 
looked for some days after, as if he had been hay- 
ing vw 1ound with Heenan. 8 — escaped easiest 
jn the end, squatting behind the howdah, though 
his clothes wae newly torn of lus back, and 
he got a seratch or two. It had been the last 
dying effort of the tigress; and when our scared 
elophants had recovered their lost equanimity, we 
bore her trumphantly home to the eamp. It 
was on hat eventful day 1 despatched my first 
cobia, A. very demon he looked, with his wicked 
little cycs glewming and his hood extended, dis- 
puting the right of way. We had hoped to have 
had a few days more hunting, but that night 
brought us our marching orders in the advent of 
n heavy “ nor’-wester.” 

The wind roared through the neighbouring trees 
til] the tents seemed as if they would be blown to 
st reds, md ihe rain came down in torrents, As 
it is considered dangerons io remain in the jungle 
alter wel weather on account of malarious fever, 
the order was given to pack up and be going—some 
of our puty started at onee, and the rest followed 
later, of which latter number [was one. The heat 
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and mugginess of that night were feaful, added 
to which our senses were invaded by a most hor- 
rible stench, supposed at first to be the dreaded 
inalaria, but which proved to be pieces of tiger- 
flesh, which the servants had kindly attached to 
the outer fly of our tents, intending to take the 
savoury morsels home with them as charms. We 
struck camp carly the following morning. On hift- 
ing the floor-cloth in our dining tent, the ground 
was found to be literally alive with little snakes, 
about fourinches long. I never saw such a sight! 
Tfow sorry I was when our expedition was over ! 
Though it is six and thirty years since those 
happy days, every, inadent of them is vividly 
before me still, and I look back tc that tune with 
the livelicst pleasure. Of the jolly few, gathered 
together then, only two romain; JI ,G@ ,T S$ 
and J—~S— are dead. Poor I was drowned 
shortly after our return. Te was staymg with 
my brother ,at Kumtoul; and one day having 
nothing r fe amusing to do, we borrowed a boat 
from ¢ 4 of the big cvafts that were shipping 
saltpéwe on the riverside for the purpose of 
having a row, but, finding the stream heavy to 
pull against, and the breeze favourable, I suggested 
getting a sheet and improvising a sail. My bun- 
galow was not far off, and I ran home to got one, 
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As the tailor was working in ihe verandah, 1 
wailed afew m'nutes to get him to sew it on a cross 
bar of wood for a yard, and then retuned to the 
river, bul could not see anything of Ii—. 'Mhink- 
ing he had got tured of wating and strolled on, 
T hoisted my sheet and sa‘led up the river, expect - 
ing to come on my mubs'ne friend, Not doine 
80, Jicturned the bout to ifs owner, and slarted 
in seweh of him on foot, J looked for lim every- 
where, but could see or hear nothing of him. 
All night Isat ip waiting and witching fov his 
return, very anxious and much distressed, lor we 
were great friends. “Thrce days passed, aid then 
the village - watchman came gnd g wo us the in- 
formation that the body of a Luropean was floating 
in the river a lite way down, and this was poor 
Wo-. We gothim out and buried hun under a tree 
to the North-West of the big bimg wow on the 
border of the factory zai, Greatly to my anoy- 
ance, no soon had the police gol wind of wha, 
had happened, than J found myself an objcot of 
suspicion, the Da ogah (Police Inspector), thiough 
others, kindly giving me to understand that he 
suspected foul play, but Chat a lip would put all 
right Voramately, my brother was at the fac- 
joy, and my evidence was taken in his presence, 
or I myht have found myself very awkwardly 
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placed. The following year when some of the 
river boats returned, wo learned how it was that 
poor IfT—wis drowned. Tlaving probably got 
tired of waiting for my return, he took up a long 
bamboo, and tied to pole the boat up stream. 
fither the water was deeper than he anticipated, 
or the bamboo sinck im the mud at the bottom, 
jor, he was pulled off, and went down befoe the 
men who saw the accident, could rescue him. 
Secing that the Sahib did not rise again to the 
surface, one of them, they said, swam to the boat 
ap it was floating down the stream, and moored it 
where T had originally left t unde II ’s care. 
Why the boatmen did uot speck then and tell what 
had occured, it is impossible to say. Either they 
weie afinid of suspicion attaching +0 themselves 
in the first instance, or they were paid by the 
police to keep siltnce, when the hope suggcsted 
itself of making out a case against me, and being 
well “ tipped” to hush it up, 
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HOUSD- KITE NG IN ODEN DAYS —KILMING A COBRA ~~ 
DAILY ROULIN] A AN OULWORK—RYOLTS AND 
REN. LAWS 
“ITORTLY after this, I was sent to an ont- 

work wd set up house-keeping on my own ac- 
count, A few tables and chairs and a couple of 
beds formed the not very claborate furniture of my 
bungalow. My crockery was of the most mis- 
cellancous kind, and would have realized a small 
fortune in these days of China mania, so bat- 
tered and maimed was it ; but in the days when I 
speak of it had its value for me, for my means 
were limited, and I had picked iv up cheap. ITow 
woll I remember the first smash | Not long after 
getting into order, a cobra had presumingly estab- 
lished itself in my kitchen, and the cook anived 
in hot-hasto to desiie me to come qnd kall it, or 
it would devour tho only fowl there was to be had 
for ny dinner, The appeal touched mo so nearly 
that J forthwith set ont with my gun, but finding I 
had no caps, I scized a thick stick, and made for 
the enemy. Io was full of fight, ond came at 
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me the moment I put my foot over the side of the 
door with such viciousness that I had to beat a 
precipitate retreat. While I was taking counsel 
with myself how best to rout the intruder, the 
factory jemadar (head cultivation servant) came 
on the scene, poising aloft in his hand, a many 
headed spear used for killing fish. With this he 
“entered the kitchen ; the cobra, which had coiled 
itself up in a corner, charged again, and he let 
drive, jumping as he did so on to a wooden chest 
that stood conveniently by. It was that in which 
my dinner service and cups and saucers were kept ; 
the original lid had been broken, and replaced 
by some ill-fitting pieces of wood, which gave way 
under the yemadar’s weight. There was a fear- 
ful crash, and I knew that my china was no more. 
The greater part of ic was demolishid; but the 
cobra was writhing on the spear heads, and victory 
was with us, so I had to put up with my loss as 
woll as I could. Just afterwards a snake-charmer, 
who had heard of what was going on, appeared, and 
was much disgusted to find he had wrived too late 
to take the reptile alive. I suspect this one would 
have given him some trouble, for though I have 
scen many since, I donot remember any other as 
vicious as this cobra. 
My household consisted of a Lidtmatgar (waiter), 
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a codk, a sweepar, a dhobre (washerman), a bearer, 
(valet), & witerman, and a tailor, For these 
one pays now just about tavice as much as [ pad 
then Twas never a clever house-keepet, and do 
not quite vemembor the prices of things, but Pthmk 
T am vight in stying that then, yor would get 
eeht very fine fowls fit for roasiing for w rupec, 
oy sixteen chickens Jor the same money 3 f stil 
Junb for fou mnas 3 rice twenty seers, and nul 
twenty quets fora rapce, Country-bottled beer, 
the only kmad sold and used then, could be procured 
from Calcutta, if bot les were sent down by the bouts, 
and tho ale bought in casks, at Re 4 to Rs dat 
or Rs Sadown. Unglesh botiled heer is the o1 ly 
k'nd thu is druik now, brought by steamers from 
Englan tin a months voyage, whereas three to six 
wis for nevly the passage round the Cape, a length 
of time that was quile desi netive to English beer, 
The price it sells a is nob much higher—tiom Rs. 6 
ioRs (-8 9 davon in Colentta, an, Re 7 to Re 7-8 
in the district, Mo meuly, beer was universally 
drunks aud some mon ]ad a wonderful capacity for 
take in, Now-r drys, this has been exchany 
oT for claret or whirky and water, and certainly 
the Tirhootoans of the present day are mueh more 
abstomious than those of the past generation, who, 
in the ,ood old days, if @ man got up a case or 
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two of beer immedia.cly assembled from the sur- 
rounding neighbourhood, aud remained his guests 
tll every drop was gone. This was called “ giving 
him a party,” though it might be defined the other 
way, 

At Sibnuggur factory, I was allowed two riding 
horses. My house was a thatched bungalow con- 
taining three rooms bordered by two verandahs, 
and I was about ten miles distant from‘any Euro- 
pean, The first nig at I spent in my lonely man- 
sion was dull enough. One of a large, cheery 
family, I began to wish that my lot had been cast 
nearer home. Jlow well I could picture them all 
m Mauritius, and here I was far from every crea 
ture—as distant ay could be. The lamp I had to 
brighten my solitude was manufactured by the 
bearer out of a brandy bottle cut in two, in 
which stood, stuck in half a potato, a wick of 
cotton wound round a thin piece of bainhoo, it was 
not lively. I after~.1ds purchased a pau of plated 
candlesticks with glass shades, and when these 
figaved on the table vce the brandy bottle, I felt 
myself to be rather 11sing in the world, and a man 
of property ! As I was very fond of riding, I soon. 
found the means of routing the “blue devils” 
T kept what is called a “ bobbery pack,’ and 
hunted jackals and foxes, My pack was composed 
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of terriers, preyhounds, fazies (native greyhounds), 
and even pariah dogs, and gave me capital sport. 
Part of my dnty was to ride over the indigo eul- 
tivation in the emly morning, and, as I always 
had my dogs with me, if I started a fox or jackal 
off we went, and frequently cuded in having a good 
scamper anda kill, My nearest neighbour out of 
the conean was W—- P— at Poopree, for J~ S—~ 
had left ahd gone to Bengal. Next to Poopree 
eame Doomrah, where T-— U— had taken the 
management, They came to see mo now and 
then ; and when | could get leave, J returned their 
visits, and at Doomrah used to have great wolf- 
hnnis. It was considered a great Loat of horse- 
manship to ride these anunals down, and I recol- 
leet one occasion on which we nemly sueceeded, 
We had gone out carly in the morning, as it was 
in the hot season, and from the first ginss we beat, 
out sprang a wolf which made straght away over 
the dry paddy-fieldy with us after him. We took 
it in tens Lo give him a apwl, keeping him at his 
top speed, while some of us made for coignes of 
vantage by short cuts which enabled ug to rest our 
horses before starting aguin in direct pursuit. In 
this way wo van him for ten miles across tho rice 
eh. The giound, baked by the sun, was as 
hard a3 iron, and told sadly on our horse's legs. 1 
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beheve the wolf would have escaped in the end, if 
the inhabitants of a village we passed through had 
not caught sight of him, and despatched him with 
sticks before we got up to them. When we dis- 
mounted, we were so completely done, men and 
horses, that we Icant up against one another to 
support us from falling on the ground. A short rest 
and a good breakfast put us men all to rights, but 
the poor animals did not get over the run as easily. 
Little “ Opera Dancer,” H-~’s favourite riding nag, 
had her legs swollen as big as an elephant’s, and all 
the others walked very tender for days afterwards. 
The great Sitamurhi Fair takes place annually 
near Doomyah, and during the time it lasts was 
always full of planters, who quartered themselves 
in the neighbourhood at the houses of fiends, 
for the purpose of making purchases of bullocks, 
timber, and other necessaries for factory use. The 
fuiy is held in an extensive mango grove, and 
viousands of oxen arc brought to iv for sale. As 
well as being a fair, it is also the occasion of a 
Tlindu festival, where offerings ave made to the 
goddess “Sita,” by women and children, who 
come in large numbers from long distances to 
worship, and show off their fine clothes and 
jewellery, If she weather is bad, the hardships these 
“ poor people endure is almost incredible ; and the 
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perils they run, in any casc, a, the fiir onght 
to be enot gh (o deter them, one would think, 
from rve(uining. Bie, in sp te of the cruel attacks 
of the professional thieves, who take advantage of 
the crowdiig or a row, to fall on thew victims, 
and tew off their golden nose and ear-rings, leav- 
ing them a: frightful pain, and termbly disfigured, 
they return undismayed the following year, arrayed 
with all Wie val cebles thas amu to them, again 
to be atlashed and despoled. The fadirs, or 
religions mondicants, are a zreat nnisance at this 
gathering, especially to the shop-keepers, from 
whom they extort blackmail, or rather, what they 
will, by playing on theit fears of the protessional 
thuves. IL these beggars are refused whal they 
ask for, they howl, and fight, and ercate a disturb- 
ance, which at once collects the thieves, who, 
in the contusion, offen manage to make a clean 
sweep of everything in the shop. Asa class, the 
fithns we the biggest rascals in Tndta, especially 
those who travel about, When thieves wish to 
escape from a district that has become jv hol for 
them, they generally dissu'se themsclyes as pil- 
giias or mendicans J am swe that if Govern- 
neent made v lew treating Uese men as vagrants, 
it would co a great deal of good, and no Hindu 
would sey a word against it, ‘Lhey are afiad 


RUMINISCLNGES OF BRHAR, 33 


of, and have no respect for, them, and would be 
thankful to escape from their extortions. 

The price of bullocks has gone up very much 
sinee the year I first vistted Sitamurhi Fain In 
1818 and 1849 you could have got a splendid pan 
for Rs, 80 ; you now pay for the same class of ammal 
over Rs. 150. Timber, also, has much increased m 
price , a log that would have cost Rv. 8, us now 
Rs. 100—and this has not been the result of any 
searcity of wood, but caused by the closing of the 
sale of it in the Nepal Terai forests by the Nepal 
Government. 

My work at Sibnuggur as an Assistant Iniligo 
Planter had not much to vary it, and mighé be 
described 2s monotonous ; thou2h, on the whole, 
L liked it. To rise betore the sun, eat his chota- 
hazei, make sure that the factory ploughmen are 
ready to go to work, inspect horses and brlloeks, 
and see that they ave fed, mount his horse and go 
over all the indigo cultivation, is the daily employ- 
ment of an Assistant. Thismay take him five 
homs or more; he returns vid his factory zerats 
(home-cullivation), and gets under shelter from 
the sm by 11 am. After breakfast, he allows 
hunself, in the hot scason, a sicsta till 38 pa, takes 
a bath and a cup of tea to freshen him up, and 
goes to the office to louk over the accounts, and 
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settle any matter that may be in hand. It is 
newly sunse, before all this is accomplished, and 
time to remount his horse and ride round and 
inspect the work done since the morning. Tf 
there be blacksmiths and carpenters employed at 
the factory, he looks them up. ‘This 1outine is 
closely followed sub till November or December, 
by which time tho ground for plantimg indigo has 
been properly tilled ‘and made ready, when comes 
the measurement of the land to ascertain if there is 
the right quantity in cultivation With» book and 
pen in his hand, accompanied by a boy holding a bot- 
ile of ink, the Assistant rides from field to field, while 
men wilh nine foot poles mcisure the Jength and 
breadth of them, calling out the number of poles 
ina sing-song voice: “ Now lugge, now!” (nine 
poles, nine ) when another takes it up: ass, han, 
dass!” (ton, yes, ton!)—or whatever the poles may 
be. 1 confess to having felt, always much relieved 
whon this pwt of my duty was comploted. To gat 
over ib quickly, most men keep ab it all day, and, 
as if is cold - weather oceupaiton, the sun Coes nob 
harm one. : 

Sowing, the indigo comes next in order. Iirst, 
all the drills have to be tested to see how much 
seed they iverage per acre. This done, and orders 
having been sent (vom the head-lucvory to begin 
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to sow on a certain lay, the drills are sent out in 
batches to different parts of the cultivation to be 
ready for use, Early on the appointed day the 
drill shares are set to the proper depth and set + 
going; and this is repeated daily till the whole 
cultivation is sown, At the begimming of May 
arrangements are entered mto for the manufac- 
ture of the indigo, for advancing moncy for carts, 
pressinen, &e, Formerly 1t was more difficult to get 
beaters — the most essential of the men employed 
—than others, as only a certain caste of the natives 
would do the work, and they were had to get, 
and troublesome to keep. Machinery, patented by 
A. Butler, now takes the place of these labour- 
ers, and makes matters easy. If rain has fallen 
at the propitious time—by the end of June—the 
plant is nearly ready io cut, and early in 
July the factory presents a very busy appear * 
ance, Curis arrive m hundreds, laden with indigo, 
which are backed, and the contents emptied into 
the vats, on each of which coolics arc employed 
to carefully stack it, As soon as they have filled 
the vats and thatched them over with mdigo, 
bamboos cut of appropriate lengths aro forced 
jn across them, wder beams that hold them, 
for the purpose of keeping the plant immersed, 
and preventing it bursting up when fermentation 
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sets in. Water is then let on till t shows above 
the plant when the flow is cut off, and the indigo 
is left to steep for about (welve hours. The liquid 
thus obtained is then run into the lower or beat- 
ing vat, and the refase thu 1c uains removed for 
manme or fuel, Oper tions are Inunediately heaun 
in the lower vus, either by beaters or machmery 
till the fecnly has been supataved from the wate 
and settled down. The water is then run off and 
the fee lt pumped into boilers, which are gently 
fred. The feculais again allowed to settle, and the 
water run off a second time ; what is precipitr ted 
is once move slowly boiled, and, finally, poured on 
a large siva’ner called a table, where the indigo 
settles thickly, md the water runs off clea On 
the following day it is put into press boxes—about 
three fect syuare—and thoroughly squeezed dry, 
The boxes ae then taken into thee ke-ho se, whore 
tho indigo 16 stumped and Iaid on shelves made of 
strips of b unboos till (he process of diying is com- 
pleted, bis thon packed in chests and sent to Gal 
crla, where itis sold by either Messrs, Wo Moran 
& Co or Thomas & Co, or shipped to England. 
Indigo 1s eull’vated in two ways, by cerat and 
ryotli (ov assamnoa ). The first is homestead. 
eullivation by factory ploughs and Jebowr the 
second, ryoll, or assamiwu, is secured thus : 
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A factory fams a village, and takes fiom each 
vyot an agreement to cultivate a portion of his 
holding for indigo, The syot prepares the land 
and reaps the crop; the factory pays for the sced, 
sowing, and carling off to the vats In 1847 
the rates paid for ryotti indigo were vary low— 
Rs. 6 8 per acre for good plant and, as ryots often 
had to pay high rents, very little remained to the 
fultivator after paying this. The ryots, however, 
got this advantage, that the day the indigo agree- 
ment was written, the total of their indigo-account 
in full was placed to credit in their rent, which 
was finally adjusted at the end of the season 

Now indigo is well paid for, owing to a reform 
brought about by the Planters’ Association, an 
institution set on foot: under the auspices of Sir 
Ashley Eden, late Lientenant-Governor of Bengal. 
The Association acts as an arbitrator in all ques- 
tions velating to indigo, and as a buffer between 
overzealous officials and the planter. 

There are two kinds of ryott’ cultivation—that 
already named, and what is called Lhaski, This 
is cultivation given by ryois from lands in which 
the factory has no interest as a lessee. In olden 
times it was largely advanced for; but as rents 
went wp, the ryots found it did not pay. As late 
as 1858-54, the Kurnoul and Dooriah concerns 
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hid very Hutle other thin /has/e nd eo, and the 
diflicully was to cecp the area of cullivitior cown 5 
in fact al was looked on as a puns ment by the 
ayols UL you refused to enter info a eontreet with 
than 0 grow indigo. It was the cits on at these 
places for the syols to give 1 salad of a cute 
load of bhoosah (ch uf) tor every acre of ind go Ie 
gob advances for. Oas also were to be bought 
cheap under advanecs 2 micnds (abou 1601b), 
and two nets (about a cart-load) of bhoosah beng 
given for every rupec advanced. Tf you get 40Lb 
of oals now-a-days for a rupee, you may consider 
yowself lucky, aidasto chil (orbhovsuh), you have 
to pay Rs 2 or Rs. 3 for cich cirt-load ‘Thon h 
fhas/i indigo has sonewhat dechied im the dis 
trict, there are still some villages that stick {o the 
old system ; the rates pad ue, however, highcr, 
and the bhoosah porquisite has been done away 
with 

The reason for the anxiety on the part of the 
ayots round Docriah and Kurnoul to grow /hashé 
md'go is found un (re fact of the land there beng, 
Jow-rented ; the syot would take from the zea 
da sy, 20 acres of land, for which he would 
have to pay Re. 2 per acto; he would at once 
proceed to the factory and entur into an agrec- 
ment to cullivale ten acres Ahaske for digo; he 
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yecoived an advance of Rs. 2 per acre; out of 
this Rs 20, he paid Rs. 10 at once on account of 
rent to the eemendar, and kept the rest for his own 
expenses. As the season went ou, other advances 
ware paid. In this way he could always pay his 
rent, and have the produce of his remaining ten 
acres in crops for his own use. 

Of late years, another kind of contract has come 
into vogue called durtuli. By this the ryat makes 
over to thie planter 4 certo number of acres out 
of lis holdmgs ; thé factory pays the rent, and 
a sum as remuneration to the ryot who himself 
cultivates the land, so that, though the planter is 
actually in posgession of it as lessee, the 1 yot-occu- 
pant holds and cultivates under him The zemin- 
das have a great objection to this class of culti- 
vation, as it places the syot in too independent 
a position, and for this reason they do all they can 
to stop and oppose khashe also. 

(Vhile on this subject, J will note my experiences 
and opmion as to the Rent Laws, past, present, 
and future the essence of which, when I first put 
foot in Tirhoot, was this. A ryot mght be called 
to appear at the village Latehary (office) when 
wanted, when his account would be read to him, 


and he would be required to pay up whatever 


balance might be fonnd in it against him, This 
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night was in sori instances abused, bu’, as 2 rule, 
it worked well, Jb was withdiawn by a new Rent 
Act, and the consequenes Lb consider have boon 
disastrous to many 7 yots, for (his simple reason, 
tha it igagainst the na ine of these poeple to pay 
until they are obliged, Should Tis ‘youl not be de- 
mended fiom him when 1 is due, he pus off the 
evil day, and uacs the moncy lor some other pur- 
pose, perhaps on the cxpenses of a wedding, ora 
fowl At last the senendar pushes lum for it, and 
finling that the wherewithal to pay up is gone, in 
a moment of cxasperation, cuters a suil against 
hum, and “ Sankce Gope’ is served with a summons 
{o answor for so many rupecs — Tivery oriental 
loves a law-suit, so, insic ul of going to his land- 
lord and settling the claim, he sets out bo the town 
where the munsif (a subordinate judge) holds his 
court, and 18 inwodueed to a mubtear (attornoy) 
by some hungry “ tout” for a small consideration, 
The mutta generally a musty old gontlonm, m 
soiled raiment, wewmg a huge par of spectacles 
framed in brass, takes up he summons, and reads it 
aloud, he then asks whatreply isto be made. ‘The 
miserable 7 yot clasps his hands and begins to recite 
his side of the glory, The mute looks tha picture 
of wisdon , but docs not utter a word, AG a hint 
fiom the clerk in attendance, “ Jankee” wakuns 


RUMINISCENCES OF BLIAR 41 


up to the fact that it is time to open his pursa- 
strings, which from that moment do not close, 
The mud tear, the clerk, and the pleader having each 
received Ins sevoral fee, the attorney sets to work 
and writes out a reply to the zemindar’s plaint. It 
is so brilhantly untruthful in its amazing statements 
that the ryoé is beyond himself with delight, and 
finds it necessary to present “muktearjee” with 
an extra rupee. When the day for the hearing of 
the case comes on, “ Jankee” appears in the witness- 
box and swears to all that has been stated for 
him in the written reply; but fails to give any 
proof, while the plaintiff proves his caso fully. 
A. decree is given in accordance for the zemindar, 
and the hapless “Jankec” has to pay, not only 
his rent claim in full, but interest as well, besides 
the costs of the suit, Ie turns on the muttear, 
and upbraids him, but meets with no sympathy, and 
returns 10 his native village a ruined man, to sell 
everything to pay up the decree, evon to house 
and home. 

Now, Cam perfectly cortain, had “ Jankee” con- 
tinued to live under the rent laws of 1847-48, 
he would not have fallen into this dire trouble. 
I have heard of zemindars who foster this propen- 
sity of their broth en for delaying the evil day 
of payment, and allow accounts to run on till 


42 RLMINISGLNGLS OF BHHAL 


just within Titaita ion, wd then enter a guil for, 
suy, three yenrs’ rent. [n this way they sometimes 
get rd oof a troublesome ryet Previous lo the 
alteration in the legislation relative to the 7yots, 
they and the seniedas lved happily (ogether ; 
now the rent cous are crowded, and where one 
_munsif’ did all the work, it takes at tle present 
time halla dozen, The patioas, a man. appoint- 
ed hy Government to keep the village rent-books 
and papers, is a coustiunt thorn on the side of the 
ryot, ond itis a pity he is not ebolished, or the 
system niproved in some way, for it works very 
badly, Should the isyots have the pugeat on 
tho side, they ean defy the zemindar, and it is 
in the end a bad day for them if they come to 
loggerheads with Aun. Tf the zemindar {lls out 
with the patos, he may be led a dance he does 
nob care to y a second time. ‘This olheial’s ovi- 
donee is requmed in all rent-cases, and as papers 
are very cusily mannfactired to suit by the wily 
Liasth, he can, by a turn of his pen, alter the 
whole face of the question, and prove black to 
be white, ‘Lo cheat these béies notes, JT would 
sugecst a luw fo enforce the giving and tating of 
lenses in writing, The law at present obliges the 
zemudar to give a louse, if called on to do so, but 
does not oblige the syot to ike ono from the 
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zemmdm. If every ryot held a written lease, he 
would be clear with his zemndar, and no longer 
in the hands of the patwari; his lease would 
state what he had to pay, and the area cultivated 
by him, and all payments of rent might be en- 
dorsed on it or given mm forms to be supplied by 
the collector to the zemindar, A ryot with such 
a lease in his possession would be much stronger 
than he has ever been under the old, or will be 
under any new, Rent Act, while none of the rights 
or privileges claimed by the zemmndars would be 
infringed, The old laws of the country were 
simple, and the people understood them. ‘Lhe 
Behar ryot 1s not a man of a very acute intellect 
certainly far below his brethren of Bengal in that 
respecl—and any change in the law is looked on 
by him with suspicion, even if it be for his benefit. 
A common remark of the peasantry when any 1m 
provement of an old system is attempted is, with 
a shake of the head: “ Alera bap dada habbee uisa 
neha dekka!” (my father or my grandfather never 
saw things like this!), and their view is, like that 
of the late Lord Melbourne: “ Can’t you leave it 
alone,” ; 

Taking him all in all, the ryot is not a bad 
fellow if you treat him fairly, and do not bother 
him with improvements he neither wants nor asks 
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for, See that he bolkds his land at a far rent, 
potting a reecipi for every pee he prys, and he 

will be a happy «nd contented man, and bless the 
“ Sirear Bahadur? 


CHAPTER IV 


MY VISIE TO 'TIWARRAI—I GO TO SUKRDD—A HAUNTDD 
MOUSE AND GHOSI STORIZS-POOSAI A GOVDRN 
MENI STUD NURSERY—A FAUZDHARY 

AVOWARDS the end of 1848, I paid a visit to 

Mr. C—, who had asked me to come and 
see him when we parted after our tiger-shooting 
party. Tiwarreh, his factory, is about twelve 
miles from Kumtoul, and I rode over there in the 
morning. ere I met Mr. J T—, who had been 
sent up to Tirhoot to look after the interests of 
the Oriental Bank in the many sugar factories that 
were under advances to it. I found him a very 
jolly and amusing fellow. Many tales are told of 
him and his eccentricities. One is about a fa 

Babu who owned villages that the factory farmed, 

and of which the rents were due. Having heard 

that a “Burra Salab” (a great man) had come 
trom Calcutta on business matters connected with 
the factory, the Babu set off at once to pay his 
respects to him, and see if he could not manage 
to get his money. On arrival he was admitted to 
the offiec where C—and T— were sitting. A chair 
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was placed for him bende them, on which he 
senatted tulor-fashion. Having made a low bow, 
and inquired particularly after the health of the 
“Buna Saleb ’ he proceeded {o tate his griov- 
ances, wid enlarec on the hadness of not getting 
his rents ‘TT who undastood very litle of 
Ilmdustant took advantage of a pause fo inquire 
what the “tub Leagar” was talk us about, and being 
told that he was asking for his money: “ Tell 
him,” sad T—, “ that money is very scarce at pre- 
sent, but as [ should hike to do him a good turn, 

Uere the Babu buist into exclamations of delight : 
“ A prime indeed had visiled the district | The 
essence of honour and justice had come among 
them!’ “L will pey him on a condition which 
mus, bes tietly fulfilled?’ “Leb my Lord speak 
the word, aud Lis slave will obey,” was the instant 
reply. T got up, and solemnly taking wo piece of 
chalk, which happened to be lying on the table 
bes de him, cmelully riarked 9 Tine on the floor, 
then another about two foe, off parallel to it. 
“ Now,” suid he, “Ict the Babu toe the first ling, 
and jump ovcr the yeond, and he sill inve a 
chaque for his vents.” The unhappy man looked 
round to see if it was a joke, but finding bol 
mon quile sericus, descended from his soat, toed 
the line, looked ab the one to be jumped over 
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with o despairing glance, seemed suddenly to 
fecl his dignity hurt and with a low salaam, 
mached majestically from the room, Later on 
he made another attempt to obiain what was due 
to him, with as little sueeess. T— on this oeca- 
sion, was at the sugar woiks when the Babu 
came in search of hin, mounted on his clephant, 
and was requested to descend and make his busi- 
ness known. The elephant had squatted, and the 
Babu’s servant was in the act of putting on his 
master’s shoes preparatory to his gettimg down, 
when T suddenly eased off the steam safety valve 
attached to the machinery, Whth a roar, out rush- 
ed the sicam—anai the same moment the terrified 
animal rose to its feet, and, with the nearly frantic 
Babu, hanging on hke giim death, half unseated, 
sped away across the country as hard as he could 
go. It 1s needless to say that the Babu never 
tried again to sce that “ Skaitun Sahib” who had 
twice played lim such tricks = F—G— was staying 
at Tiwarrah also. He had given up indigo, and 
was going to the Nepal frontier to trade with the 
Nepalese. Vor tus purpose, he had brought up 
a lot of things to barter, amongst them some very 
old muskets, which I—declared he might show lus 
confidence in by trying them himself, so having, as 
G— believed, loaded one of the pieces, T— seized 
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ott Lickless fiend, md holdng Wri in front of 
To mself asa oufle , pu die bat to G's shoulder, 
G al the tine stiugsl ng to esc ype and shouting. 
© Tay goof, 1 tell you, md hillvs dh’? Bh 
hot gh T— tnjgel wih mht and main ate 
sing ticd to tae toe no powers wou dl sfai 
the loch, 50 G—wes awk sed wil the verdict. 
©'Lhut, though the weapons wore unloubiedly of 
the daigerous oder, the danger ws greatly dimin 
isha by the lact that the guns would not go oft.’ 
In 1850-51, seems no prospect of improving 
my postion at Krumtoul, T apphed to GC (who 
hut gone to Dhoohe) for vvaceit outwork under 
1a, and aceerv ng a reply in the aflu native, | 
stutedfor Dhoolc, where fowl oand oS, 
and pissc b two ot three ole wsant days with them 
before going to my new }ome. During the two 
yeuso my str ab dPmugcur, Thad been abk 
o gather tocether a fay extiep eces of tutu ture 
rdsorae pick res, we vwh ch Pmaniscd to make 
my [ttle bung ow quite cheerlul and nice Tt 
was vaiuch bet er house tim fie one I had left, 
wall plccd above f © elge of tise, with 
gs den tothe seuti, a which wore sevaral good 
mingoc t1ocs Thad six rooms crawiig, ding, 
two bed-1o0ms, and an offic the sixth room was 
a propia cd by the bearer for keeping lamps, &., 
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in. While dressing one Moining, not many weeks 
after my arrival, my beaer informed me for ny 
comfort that the place was haunted 3 that aman 
who had preceded me in it some years previously 
had committed stucide, when under the intl tence 
of love and liqua, and thet Ing restless spirit was 
still scon to wander by the binks of the lake 
where he had destroyed himself. The story was 
this: En this life he had become enamoured of 
one of the fuir young lacies then inh whiting the 
District, had laid his hear, and hand at her feet, 
and been refused. Ret tuntng’ to the bungalow im 
a desperate frame of mind he sought comfort and 
forgetfulness in drinking an unheard-of quantity 
of gin—a dozen squares .—and having filed to 
find the péace of mmd he sought, he prepared io 
dic, Having planted a sword, point uppermost, 
secuicly in. the muddy bank of the lake, he shot 
himself with a pstol, fell on the sword, and wag 
taken up quile dead. Ig Was & gruesome Story, 
and my be wer erpped it with anotha scarcely less 
disagreeable. ‘Tl eve wis another ghost, it secmed, 
wluch was given to playing pranks on my domain 
that of a man called W altcts who had gone mad 
and disappeared, no one hnew where, Shori ly 
after his departure, the people about began to talk 
of a wild man who hd on different occasions 
WR 2, 4 
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rushed ont of he cane-ficdld on trivellers, who 
were cookiig ther fool by the road sice, soz 
whit was presnirg on the fre, and d supper ng 
with at whence he cume — Lvery one was terrified. 
Shor ly affer these repors began to circulate, 
Willc’s’ horse on wh’cvhe hd been scen to ride 
frataly wry was fourd dew, anc on scuch 
beng made, Waltas’ body floct’ 12 thout in 4 deep 
chur (swamp) also ca ie fob gat Ee ear out in 
cv cee tha the nifives hid scen a mon g dlop- 
ping vbout the neighbourhood 1 «tf length the 
horse dropped dcid fio w exhaustion, and dhe ride 
east headlong was crowned amongst the weeds 
of aeriomss Ifo wis buted net the other poor 
fellow, ot neither could rest in thew graves, il 
was bel eved . 

Twas re troing iather lite fiom inspecting ny 
indigo lands, rol many diys afer the relation of 
these storfes, when my bearer Came to meet me, 
lookiig much dstuibed: “Sorange things have 
happsitls + ti your tbsenee! Yorr slave went 
to eu his food, and eam'nz b ek 6 the house not 
mary mninites ajo, found i, m the state you will 
sec.” Dismounting, F entercd the bungalow, and 
found we had said, everything nm extraordinary 
confusion—the pict wes tumed with their faces to 
the wall, the table upside down, chairs and tables 
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in the same eccentric position. But one thing, I 
noticed, had defied the ghost, and thought it 
signtficant—the sidchoard still occupied a dignified 
attitude on its castors, and my glass stood on it, 
as heretofore, unharmed —[ was certainly rather 
puzzled = ‘The bearer declared that he had heard 
a noise like the 1ushing wind through the house, 
and had been to see what was the matter, when 
just asTanived, he found things as [have described. 
Thinking 1{ over afterwards, T came to the conclu- 
sion that some friend passing through the factory, 
finding no one in, had perpetrated this little joke, 
and ridden off. Probably the hearer had gone oft 
much finther than he wished me to know. after 
eating his food, and had not heard when, whoever 
it was who came, called for him But to this 
hour, T have never been able to discover who played 
me this topsy-turvy trick. 

T own I never felt happy on a dark evening 
here Onenight J was sitting reading, after dinner, 
when looking up, startled by some sound, T saw, 
or thought T saw,—for T pui it down to finey,— a 
face peering in from the darkness through the 
window. Jt was a cold, wet malt, the wind howl- 
ing throngh the trecs, which made things wcom- 
monly creepy. J had almost satisfied myself that 
I was under an illusion, when again the face 
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appeared. ‘This time thae could be no mistake ! 
Acold shiver iim down my bach, and my hiir 
stood on end; but J pu a bold face on it, and 
walked to he winlow. ‘The fiee had again dis- 
aopeared 5 bri, on open’ng the door to investigate 
further, and whatastat £ got —erouching down 
on the ground, Esaw a fig ea ercaltic wih 
dishovellad Inti, fccth caintter 1@ with cold, and 
the few ris hu covered ut drenched with rain, 
Seen, tha the thing was of flesh and Dlood, I 
addressed ul, aid calling to the bearer to bing a 
light, found the disturbar of my peace to be a 
wielded icc, who had ken shelter, ftorr the 
storm “nile yer vlah, ind moved, T suppose, by 
curos’ y, hd ake oceas oral peor through the 
window. fof c orett deli nent of my nerves, J 
felt’ much juel ned to box his cars; however, 
having called the factory watchman, | made him 
over to hs care, wilh orders that he should be fed 
and allowed to pass the avght in the “bhoosah 
house.’ 

My ncaes ne bow was Pat Attu factory. 
Esw vewlitile of hin He died soon tia my 
maival, and was succeded by Oo = who Teli to go 
into he amy, and was followed by G--. G— 
afforwards took t pin ippo niment as 10 id-engineer 
m Sarun, which beth he held for some time, 
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During the mutiny he volunteered, with the force 
from Dinapore, to relieve Arrah. The force was 
beaten back; and he nanowly escaped with his Ife. 
A shot grazed Ins spine, and paralyzed his legs. 
Fortunately, one of Rattray’s Sikhs—a big, tall 
fellow—-who saw him fall, came to his assistance, 
and having got him, mouatcd on his back, half 
cairied, half dragged him along to the river bank, 
when the fire of the mutineers having become too 
warm, the Sikh dropped him, and made for a 
boat. Fortunately, he was seen by Venour and 
Waller, of the 40th Native Infantry, who rescued 
poor G— for the moment by hftmg him into one 
of the boats. They, however, had to leave Lim 
there to his fate, as Venour was shot through the 
leg while in the boat, and Waller and he jumped 
overboard and swatn for their lives. Ti was here 
that Fraser McDonell crossed the river, and at the 
risk of his life reseued G-— and many other badly 
wounded men Tor this he got the Victoria Cross, 

Alter G— left Attur, Y— fiom Dynamut factory, 
took charge, and many a wild day we had together. 
One of our exploits was a kind of steeple-chase. 
The Attur house bemg raised about 20 feet from 
the ground, you go up and down by a flight of 
steps which are rather steep and narrow. As 
we wanted the race to be alittle more exciting, we 
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agreed to 5 ul fo. Ue diawing rooii and make 
the Stechace horse | ew mning pos + pood five-mile 
eovtss Votol ws ui cddor tis bre he acek br si- 
ness. ‘Lie horses were Jol up the steps wit] some 
dite hy, and tivo ie diawiig-room whe e we 
moune!  Tocr weer db t wo doots lead ne ou 
ine Ue varand | oow tls heseps A he word 
“ol as do obe utde to sec e@ firs Oxi, 
Wowas wouderld bow we ccped; bul we all 
nachee Sechrce wiliou a santch, The slightest 
mastahe on the prt of the horses, and we shoulft 
have becn hillcd or mich infuacd. 

Orthe low lhnd o he nor} o  suchrce, there 
is vary good ¢ shoo ing ground, ard many a 
Inc of bros Tove PE btgcel when ott shooting 
with Colonel Ay perly, a sor of the celebrated 
“Ninod’ fle wes in el arge of the Government 
Horse Nusery at Poosah, md ray a jolly diy 
have Pspent Tee Poosut sa Toyely lace, with 
fme even es of coh, ind sickooih tices lead’ng 
fro rone stable o mohcy The stibles were 
nc uly-thateb cd rourcs, wall sap wth heoge cue 
Dankee erdosucs in 1 for young ealtle lo 
strotch then Iegs in Phe jurden was niccly kept, 
and fil of rue fits and plints — Poosah was 
originally mtended fora Botanical Garden, and 
the Govern neil Stud Nursery was established fist 
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-at Uajipore. But they found the young horses did 
not thrive at the latter place, and sent them to 
Poosah. In about 1875, the Government leased 
this beautiful place to Messrs, Becg, Dunlop & Co., 
who wished to set up a tobacco factory 

The quail in the Suckrec Chur remained tll 
very latc in the season, and we used to have good 
shooting in the carly morning. I have often seen 
ninety biace shot, and on one occasion four guns 
shot thice hundred brace—an enormous bag. Dur- 

ing my residence at Suchree, we were visited by a 
tiger, who took up his abode im some big giass 
to the north of the factory ; but he disappeared 
as quickly as he came 

At Suckree I had my first experience in fauz- 
dary —The wo1d is not easily translated, but it 
mcangs a fiay wheie a force of wan is used.—The 
lease of a village not far from Suckree, belongi ¢ 
toa neighboming Rajah, was about to expire, and 
as we had advaneed money, and gob a wrilten pro- 
mise that the lease would be reiewed, we went 
on propating our cerat land. One day, however, 
we heard that the Rajah had ig: oed his written 
promise, and given a lense of the same village to 

a wealthy banker, to whom he owed money, and 
that the banker was going to scnd a force to take 
possession, and sow down the land we had bad so 
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much trou ile Co prcaue for nego Finding the 
report to be (rue, and (hat the enctuy was coneay 
trating his forces, we at once called fogethar a 
comer force, an by night hid an amy of 
abo | ore Vousin rer nerdy In the c rly 
mornng the uray wes ros) ed carder the com- 
nad of the ictay jor divoo bead altva 
tion servant The ci ly me balloeks with cart. 
loads of ind’go sec srrted “1 advance, My 
work cndet wien hey hil eda rehed ovt of the 
fac ory, as PE dad cn puoacel rly orcered that 
Twas on iw account to ca neat the field of action, 
The joaradiaa wlated {ome lerwads the fol ow- 
ine account of the Bittle of Tippery s “About, 
half m hour af er lowing the factory, we reachcd 
the Tippery vilage bet ade ty, and putting our 
di'lis in odcr for sowing, sont then forward to 
the prepared factory sats. No sooner were we 
on helad, than to the west, the Tippery anny 
ritdeits appe tice, ade luc ag, bie drills were 
obl’ud to re rcut Our nen were thon ordaed to 
adyunce nd net heeneny — Th's they did with 
arushanda shoul; many of (he young men in 
thar cxcifament, jumping many fect info the air, 
as they tigh ened thar /am nobands (waint-cloths) 
Tihought virfory certain ; but cur opponents were 
commanded by v very clever old man who had 
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been in many a fight. Allowing the factory army 
fo come on until it was about 20 yards off, the 
Tippery General performed a soit of ‘up guards 
ad al ’om? movemcat, for he ordered lis men 
to lake advinlige of the west wind (which was 
then blowmg lalf a g ile), to stoop down and 
throw up the dus tll they were almost hidden, 
tien rish on, and suddenly, under cover of the 
dust, attack us. 

“This manwuyre was promptly and well per- 
formed, a panic seized our men, and [ had the 
mortificvion of seomg them come streaming back 
across co inivy to tell the sad tale of our disaster.” 

The jemadar cane up last with the wounded 
placod in carts. I found that three or four mon 
who had gone « liltle mote forward than they 
intended, lid got sore bad knocks, one man in 
yu ticular had an wucommonly nasty crack on his 
head ‘LPe news of the dctat was not long in 
reaching the head factory, and the manager soon 
artived {o see what ham had been done, The 
wounded men were plisicred np and notice sent 
to the police; as the manager had to rcturn through 
the Tippery village, J volunteered +) return with 
him in case wo might be attacked, so we mounted 
our nags, each of us carrying a good stick, and 
riding on the side of the road close to the hedges 
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for fear of an ambush. Ilowever we saw no one, 
In a giog-shop uear the river a few of the enennes 
(wounded) weie lying on the floor, bub whethor 
their position was owing to blows or Siquor, 
we did not ingure Next morning C— and T 
returned, and passing tnough the village, found 
the bankew’s peopte busy sowi 1g the lands we } ad 
preparcd before It was amusing to hear the 
plorghmen squealing to thew bullocks to go on 
fast, and to sce the small army sent to protect 
them fiom attach, hopping about, and jumping 
into the air ina hincl of dance of triumph as we 
passed, J did feel so mehned to put sms to my 
hose and cho ige them, but on suggesting such a 
ploececding, ] was told not to be so foolish! ‘This 
was my fitst experience of a fuusdary; and, 
thetgh TE aud to ace in a simila way on one or 
two occasions, I am glad to say that rows of this 
kind are now seldcnihead of: Planters and scuia- 
dons fight (heir battles in civil couris. A row of 
this hind was a gieat windf il to the pohee — The 
darogahk (now called head inspector) ari'ving on 
the spot, both sides make arransements that the 
best of food and every comfort should be available 
for this Gicat man (for the time being ) ; and the side 
he honoured with hts company was looked upon as 
the winning onc. [hs herd clerk, ov mohurris, 
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had also to be suttably provided for, and after 
him the dwdandescs now called constables, made 
foash (pleased). ‘Phen came the game of “ What 
will yo tak’, or what will ye @¢?? botl sues 
being powerful and wealthy. The daroyak saheb 
wroie ou, dus report, and having becn well 
lipped by both sides, contented Inmself with 
announcing, that both vere equally guilty and 
sending up for tual belore the Macistiate two or 
three of the smillor fy of cach side. In due 
course they appearcd be ore the L/uzva ,* who, 
following up the euc set by the police, punished 
men of both sides by a shor, mpr'sonment. We, 
alter consultation, made up ou minds to let pos- 
session slip through our hands, and try the evil 
cout, A very amusing incident occ red some 
years ago m connection with he police. The 
Buia Sdub ol he pole wis to cone to Sone 
pore, his cunp having preceded h'm 5 the district 
police were consequently fissing abou el ing 
cverything rea y, so that Pe and his officials might 
have every comlout. ‘The gic ud men arrived with 
a number of gues 3, and all retinéd to rest alter 
the fatigues ol the day. Ab about 4 o'clock in 
the morning there was analarm of thieves: A good 


* Heo Voto muti ay icepcot raed te offic 8 
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deal of shouting, and noise followed ; and, after a 
time, it became known to the people in the camp, 
that the big man’s camp had beon robbed—he and 
his guests having been relieved of a quantily of 
jewellery. The darvgah was at once summoned, 
Tlearing what had happened, his distress was great, 
and he forthwith went to arrange for the capture of 
the thieves. By sunset he had caught them, and 
secured all the stolen property. he head of 
the police, a CS. of long standing, immediately 
seeing in this darogah a clever, energetic, and 
inteligent policeman, ordered his promotion; and 
that asword of honour should be given tohim. The 
‘outer world’ will tell you how it was all done ; 
the duragak paid some domes (men of the lowest 
caste), to go and commit the burglary—they would 
get a few months’ jail, but they did not mind 
that, being accustomed to it, Vhe stolen pro- 
perty was to be kept handy, and made over io 
the daroguh. This wag all carried out : the domes 
getting their reward in cash, went to jal, and tho 
daogak yok promotion, and a sword of honour, 


CHAPTER Y. 
RIDE OVER 10 DOORIAI TOR CMRISEWAS — DULOINDA DDL 
YOLBOSO —RLLURN LO WORK. 

TIRISTMAS m India, as in England, is a 
great time for feasting and making merry— 

large parties being given, In December 1851, I 
was invited to a gathering at Dooriah by C. G. ; 
and as his Christmas partics were noted for grand 
shooting and hunting, as also for open - handed 
hospitality, I started on the morning of the 2tth 
December to ride some forty miles. 1 had previ- 
ously sent off my horses to the different stages on 
the journey, driving my two buggy-horses ien 
miles, as five miles is considered a fair stage for a 
horse in harness over /a/che ronds. The remunng 
thinly aniles [ was to ride, and having only tayo 
riding-horses, was compelled to borrow a third. 
Ton niles is a long plage for « riding-horse, the 
usual dcislance given being only eight, but as it 
wag in the cold weather, a little extra distance did 
noharm. Leaving my own placa at about 10 a.at, 
I got over my first ten miles in a little over 
an hour, and mounting my counuy-bred ine 
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“ Duleinea del Tolboso,” J wis not Jong in clearing 
the next tennules My good old mare was destined 
to make hersllf vname in the very sitrring times 
of the mutiny, for T sold her in 1641 to one 
Paddy Dunn fiom Mnzapore, who rode her all 
through the thich of if in company with the 
gallant Venables. Ma. Dunn recetved a hand 
some property for his plucky behaviour, and T 
hope “Dulciica del Tolboso” was plied, after 
the heat and burden of the day, in a comfortable 
paddock to eat, and deca away her uneventful life 
in peace and happiness My next stage was per- 
formed on a borrowed horse, and remembering the 
saying anent “a fiend’s horse and your own 
spurs,’ we skimmed along the road ata risk pace. 
Winter days ue shout in India, and as T had halted 
for some tune at the club in Muzufferpore, f found 
“the shades of night were falling fast” before | 
reached my last slage, where my siurdy littl 
‘tat,’  Potor,” commonly called “The Pig” 
(from his keness (0 2 200d - sized porker), stood 
ready saddled. Tt was quite dak before T reached 
Dooriah, titcd, dusty, and hungry, where T ret 
with a hearty welcome from my host and his 
party. After dinner, when the table was cleared 
and our cigara were Int, we discussed the pro- 
gramme of the morrow, 
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{to was ananged thy we sho Id hunt m the 
erly morning, altar which we should mount our 
elophints which om worthy host had provided, 
and shoot over the owl nds on the banks of the 
big Gunduk, where hae, putr’c ses, quar, and 
wild pig abounded, 

Long, belore daylight we svere ast r, and having 
fort'fied the inner man we soon mide a stark. 
The dogs had been sent on in a covered cart to 
the grasses we proposed to heat. There were ter 
riers, greyhounds, and one or two nondesctipts 
that give fongne, and ran on secnt ‘The grey 
hounds were put in slips, and posted at different 
corners of the grasses. When all was ready, the 
horgemen formed Tine, whilst the terricrs and other 
dogs hunted about. We hal not long to wat for 
ow. firsescumper, A Tackal broke wwe y, ana a pair 
of heavy kangaroo hounds were sl pped ut him 
with aringing “Tally-ho.’ O Vwe. tl wentan pur- 
suit, over ditches, into rouds, through grass fclds, 
the jukal ey'ng U1 ¢ could (o dodge the dogs At 
list, ina wers moment, he took to the open, the 
dogs al ia brasn. ‘The vec grow fast und furious, 
the exciled huntsmen hullooing cncomagement a 
the top of their voices, the terriers behind yelp- 
ing funously. ‘The jickel strained every nerve to 
reach a patcu of the jungle not Lfyy ads ofl, where 
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he would be safe, but the leading dog having seen 
this, pul on a last spurt and, just as Mr. Geedhu * 
was almost safe, seized hun, and the two rolled 
over together. The other dogs soon ran in, and 
finished him. One by one the hoisemen came 
up; some having made acquaintance with riother 
earth—the consequence of tiyiag to negotiate big 
ditches ob'ected to by the'r horses,— but most of 
us had not been so unfortunate. 

After the hard work our horses and dogs had 
undergone, we thought it as well to proceed to the 
shooting ground, where outside a fine mango 
grove we found our elephants in readiness, and 
what was still beticer lo the eye of the hingry 
sporismen a d jeuner alu fowechitte spread under 
the cool and pleasant shade of the trees. We 
at onee commenced operations, and for a long 
time nothing but the popping of corks, the clatter 
of knives and forks, and broken ejaculations wae 
heard, such as, “ More pie, please .”—“ Just pass the 
beer, will you? "—* What a capital moor ghee!” F 
evine'ng that ample justice was being done bo the 
sproaad ‘Chere must be an end to all things, and 20, 
alas ibwas with our breakfast Cigars were duly lit, 
the elephants called for, and guns and anim ition 


* Jnok il, t Towl. 
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handed up to our servants, who had their scais 
behind us on the howdahs, About one hundred 
men wee in waiting, cach having » stick with 
which to beat the grass and jungle, and a pair of 
wooden clogs to protect his {cet from thorns. 
Besides these beaters, there was a small detachment 
onour ilank outside the heavy grass, carrymg 
cortain baskets provided with bottles, tumblers, &e., 
and we iealized the fact that no man need thirst 
whilst he kept this little group within hail, It 
was not long belore the game began to rise, and 
by evening we had » splendid bag of hare, par- 
ttidge and quail, also—I blush to sry it—ol * pig ;” 
but in those days pig-sticking was unknown in 
Tirhoot, and there was no disgrace attached to 
shooting a“ porker.” ‘Ulus part of the country was 
the only parv of the county in which wild boar 
was found, bat the ground was s9 bad that it was 
considered nivduess to abllempt to ride and spew 
them, In 1868, pigs began to overrun the District. 
Whenee they cane none knew ; but the natives 
stl that the Doosads (swine-hards) had been 
told by one of thar priests, that a curse would fall 
on the heads of those who kept pies, and, in 
consequence, they at once let their heids of swine 
loosa, which tuok to the jungles and big grasses, and 
m tine became wild. tn these days one oan have 
Wy ROD 5 
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pig-sticking almost anywhere i Tirhool, Champa 
ran, or Saran. J S—, of whom F have men- 
tioned as living at Poopn, is stid to have been 
the fast man to stick a boar in Trhoot Ie cid 
it oft a little Arab, which had been lent hin, as 
gallant a little nag as ever stepped Tt had been 
left with lui by a young ran who hd commene 
ed life as an indigo-plantar, but aflerwards, getting 
a commission in the East India Company’s service, 
left Tivhoot to jom his regiment, leaving his trusty 
little steed to follow when he had settled down ; 
however, they never met again, as the poor litile 
Avab caught cold and died. We lost sight of ins mas- 
tor during the mutiny ; but some yews afterwards 
at Lucknow, whilst looking over the graves of 
friends who lay beside him “ who tried to do his 
duty,’* my eye ewght the name of my old hiend. 
He, too, “had done his duty * We spent a very jolly 
sveck at Dooriah, hunting, shooting, and billiards 
being much enjoyed. On 81st December we sat 
up to ‘watch the new year in ” On New Year’s day 
we all sct off for Movufferpore, where we spont 
the day—the party dispersing to thew homes next 
morning. 

Returning to work agai was very dull, but 





* Dpitaph on Su 11, Liwier cos tombstone =‘ Hare lies Tony Law- 
yeneo, who tried to do his duty * 
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alter a fow days 1 soon got back into ihe old ron- 
tine, KX. McL—, who superintended Attur factory, 
often came from Chupprah, where he lived, to look 
round, and T was generally invited to mcot hin, 
thus spending miny happy evenings in his societ y 
Tle was a fair performer on the violin, and sing 
some good songs “ Maggie Lander,” among thon. 
Who will forget “IIo Maggie, hey Magpie, hi 
Maggie Lander!” sung in chorus, by a dozen voices 
to the accompaniment of old Mac.’s hddle ? Young 
(his Assistant Manager) could give you a lively 
ditty with violin accompaniment, when the good 
old song of “ Duncan MacCallighan’s Ride’ was 
warbled forth with true Scotch accent. T almost 
faney I can hear “‘Deil tak the hindmost .’ 
says Duncan MacCallaghan, laird o’ Tullt Ben 
Jo,” chorused forth by the company m mirthtul 
harmony. Poor Young dicd on _ his way to 
Hingland, whore he had been ordered by his doe- 
tors, Mae, too, has passed away, 


CHAPTER VI. 
GO TO KURNOUL TALITNRD GITATNIES —* MANY A Sap 
TWIXL CUP AND LIP ~ITOW OALIDM ARL J RDATS 
ED BRAIMMINI BULTS—NARROW LSOAPL OL J S— 
TALSE CASE 
i November 1852, I was offered the sub- 
dt managerslup of Kurnoul, and as the pay was 
Rs. 280 per month, I gladly accepted it, and on 
1st November took over charge from D—. Kurnoul 
was & very good concern, 

The dwelling-house was prettily situated on the 
banks of a small sireun, and the undulating 
g.ound round about it greatly added to the coup 
dau. The land near the house was dottcd with 
fine large tees and clumps of bamboos. The 
strtbles and conch-house were substantially built 
and nice y silted =“‘Lhe garden was soma dis- 
tance fron the house, and hid been well emed 
for—graper, taangocs, and plantains being plentiful ; 
and ag winter wag just coming on, 1 found a 
splendid supply of vegetables ivady for my use, 

My predecessor had got into trouble with the yur- 
rounding vemindars, though having undertaken 
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the management of a becl elnb. Te had pw- 
chased a number of dwarf bullocks, called Ghamees, 
noted for the fine beef they make, had taken 
great care of them, and fritcned them well up, 
revly for killing. A few days before the first 
bullock was to become beef, one of the zemu- 
das, having business in the factory, paid his 
respects io 1) . As they were sitting n the veran- 
dah, the zemendar remarked the Ghamees, which 
wore grazing in front of the bungalow, and asked 
what was the use of keeping the dwarf cattle, D—, 
without thinking, replied that they were to be 
killed for food. The zemindur was of high caste, 
consequently this announcement was very offen- 
sive to:lim, so he got up, made his bow, and 
went away. Next day a petition was sent, asking 
that the cattle might be spared, but D took no 
notice of it, About noon of the duy on which 
the first Ghainee was to die, whilst all the factory 
servints were away at their homes, having their 
meuls, a force ol over a thousand men appeared 
and drove off all D—s fattened bullocks ; con- 
sequently the club lost their moncy, for only one 
was eventually recovered, ‘They were diiven right 
off to the Gorrukpore jungles, and then let loose 
to become most likely the prey of some hungry 
tiger. 
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The whole matter was put into the hands of the 
police, and eventually a few zenundars were impri- 
soned. 

Hindus have strange ideas about the treatment 
of cows, Brahminy bulls, and bullocks. They 
will not allow any of them to be killed; yet the 
way they ill-tveat them is dreadful = Tf a cow is 
ill, they will not give her meilicine, for, if she died, 
the donor wonld lose caste. ‘The wretched bullocks 
working in carts and ploughs have nearly every 
joint in their tails dislocated, and their necks are 
very often badly galled. 

The Brahminy bull fares best; but if he is 
caught trespassing in a field, he 1s well pelted with 
clods, and if he is not savage, beaten with sticks 
over the head and ribs, Yet if a bullock die with 
his head under the yoke, the driver is outcasted ; 
the same happens if a cow, or bullock die while 
tied up, the person who tied them having to do 
penance, and feed the Brahmins before they are 
readmitted to caste, 

Biahminy bulls ave very destructive, and where 
Luropeans and Moslems prevail, they are quietly 
caught and used in carts or killed for beef—~the 
Indus shutting their eyes to this, as they prefer 
their crops to the sacred bull. 

Brabminy bulls are let loose much as seapegoats 
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were in olden tines. A man’s grandmother dics, 
the grandson takes a small call and brands him 
with the a sool, “the emblem of Trinity used by 
the Hindu God Khvistna,” and drives it out of the 
village, The ealf ha ving the rn of the erops 
soon becomes a fine big bull. 

At Benaies they are an intolerable nuisance 
to the bunnies (shop kecpers) ; there they roam 
about the bazaars, putting their noses into the bas 
kets of gram placed at the window for sale, and 
thus they fatten on the best of food. If the banmeas 
only dared, they would make short work of thesc 
impudent cattle 

My nearest neighbour, when at Kurnoul, was 
J, S—, who had been many years in the country ; 
he was only some five miles off, s0 we used to visit 
cach other very often. Ile had, some years before 
Linct him, a nanow escape fiom being murdered by 
a finatic [lindu. If he had not been very cool, 
and shown great presence of mind, he would have 
been killad. 

Tle was one day sitting at dinner about d pm — 
for J.5—, like many old planters, kept ewly hours - 
whon suddenly a native rushed iio the room with 
a drawn-swo1d and held it over § —’s head ready to 
eut hin down, 8—, glancing up at the man, canght 
sight of a luge gathering of :uilians outside, and 
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at once seeing residlance was cxeless, cuictly asked 
the min whi wis the mith Tle vephet, “1 
have Deer se tby Ram to foot ind slay, and this” 
pointing to (ie uprained weapon, 1s tea sword.” 
T dont want lo tall you at onee 5 if you wll ive 
me money to feec ary amy Put are wi’ 1g, 0 txice, 
Lwillspare yo if, dora ime? S=- rephads 1 
will, of comac, give you watever mo ey you want, 
but J must send for ito rry bo user, aid il you 
will allow me, F will send now for ct by a man on 
horseback ” This was agreed to, und a truaty 
Mahomedan oyeo departed with ou order en b's 
banker, but also with instiue ‘ous lo sce the Mi gis 
trate and give notice of whit was gong on 
Another man wis sent to Kurno tl to put d T-, 
who was then at thu, faetory, on hin g ud, ak the 
man in charge of Ram’s sword had made known. 
his intention of paying a visib tha alter ho had 
replenished his coflurs at Raujpoor, The gentieman 
of the sword seated b’msolf in the vandal, awail- 
ing the return of the messenger with che cash, 
Boloro long, members of the fanatienl army began 
to disperse, and suddenly the man of the sword 
took himself aff, for mmotis of the Police and Ma- 
gistrate being astii, must hie reached than and 
theiy commander. Not long alter heir exit, the 
Magistrate arrived, followed by a number of police 
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men and village watchmen, who stated in pursuit, 
S-— having joined the puty. Ile of the sword of 
Ram, was iraccd to a house standing within an 
enclosure, entered by a door which had been fasten 
ed end bariicaded. The Magistrate called on the 
inmates {o open and surrender, but as no 1esponse 
was made to repeated calls, the Magistrate, a good 
horseman and well-mounicd, put his horse at the 
mud-wall, which he cleaned ai a bound, but land: 
ing on the slippery ground inside, the horse’s legs 
went fiom under lum and he rolled off. In a 
moment the fanatic, who had hidden himself in 
the house, was oul with his drawn sword, and had 
not a village watchinan, who had chmbed over 
the wall alier the Magistrate, knocked him over, 
it would have been all up with the C.S. Tho 
fanatical leada was scoured with several of his 
followers found hidden in the house. They wae 
all sent up to the seasions, and imprisoned for 
long poriods, S— had come to India when “ John 
Company” ruled supreme, and no non-official 
Tivropean could reman in the country without a 
pormit,—and this right ho forfoite Lif he did any- 
thing that was displeasing to the yea of the 
powers existing. 

He told me how a native, whom he did not get on 
with, wied to have him tured ou. of the country 


fA TEMINISCENCES OF BLITAR 


by getting up a false case against him. A charge 
was sworn to befoie the Magistiate that S had 
lost lus temper with a yot of one of the neigh- 
bouring villages and lid had him tied with a rope 
and diagged by bullocks over a field, from the 
effects of which the man died; and that Ins body 
had been thrown into the river, Ge. S was put on 
his defence Ile was quite aslounded at the 
charge, for it was utterly false, yet the evidence 
brought forward against him was not to be shaken 
and things began to look ugly, when one of S—’s 
factory servants, who was standing near him, whis- 
pered into lus car: “ Why, there is the supposed 
murdered man sitting in comt listening to the 
case.’ §  notel this on a shp of paper, and hand- 
ed it up to the Magistrate. The man was arrest - 
ed, and the whole thing came out. 50 jealous, 
however, were tie olliciels ini rose diys of what 
was called “intorlopiig ’ inf uence, that thongh 
tho case was shown (0 be a vile conspn wy, S— 
had to lewe the Distt, and if was only alter he 
had aived in Caleutte that he managed to get 
the oder acseinded. 


CHAPTER VIT 
JOURNEY DOWN TIL} RIVER IN OHARGH OF CIEE TNDIAO 
—SONLPORT LAIR AND SONLPORU RAGL MLBE 

KPOT lone alter T had joined Kurnoul, 1 was 

ordered to procecd as far as the place where 
the Big Gunduk river rans into the Ganges, in 
charge of the Dooriah and Kurnoul Indigo on its 
way to Calealta, The navigation was very dan 
gerous down the river, and one of the senior ass'st- 
ants always had to see the Indigo svfcly past this 
particular spot, As the great Sonepore fair was in 
full swing about this tine of the year, the indigo 
once off sale, the man in charge was able to 
amuse himself for a few days u this most enjoyable 
of gatherings. Leaving Dooriah at night, | drove 
down to the, rivet, where my bonts Tey in waiting. 
T was soon on board and asleep When 1] awoke | 
fornd we had gone several miles on ony way. 
The air on the river was, however, very cold, and 
[T found ib necessary to wrap myself up well till 
the sun was high above the hor’zon, [was slow © 
und tedions work, travelling in a native boat, but 
f managed to pass away the time shooting. ‘The 
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Big Gunduk 1s the boundary between Tirhoot and. 
Sarnn; it is a broad, shallow river, except in the 
rains when 1t 1s deep and very rapid. In November 
it was dotted here and there with sandbanks, and on 
these there were all kinds of aquatic birds, includ 
ing wild geese and ducks, and basking in the sun 
numbers of ull gaiors 5 40, with ull these to fire at I 
managed to keep myself amused. In the evening 
we had to fasten the boats to a sand bank ; and 
then by the light of a very dim oil lamp, I managed 
to read till I fell asleop. 

On the third day £ had got my boats safely 
through the dangerous part of the river and into 
the Ganges, and as my responsibility was over, J 
made my way up to the Sonepore Camp. 

Sonepore stands on a point of land where the 
Ganges ond Gandak mect. The nat.ves call the 
foir “ Tumer Chutter.” But the village in which 
stands the splendid mango-grove, covering some 
hundred acres, is called Sonepore. 

The junction of any (wo streams is held sacred 
by the Ilimdus, but when these si:eams ave the 
mother Ganges and Gunduk, their power is great, 

_ especially at 2 certain age of the moon, genorally 
falling at the end of October or beginning of No- 
vember. At sn hour ascertained from the Pundits, 
thousands of incn, women, and children rush into 
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the water. Those who reach the water, exactly 
at the second calculated, are supposed to be at once 
cleansed of all sin, Offerings of flowers and kids, 
also money, ate made to the river, and it is dis- 
tressing to seo a wretched little kid lloating down 
the river, bleating for help to seve it from drowning, 
while at another place, two strong men ol the lower 
castemay be seen fie hting for another, nearly tearing 
its legs off im their struggles for its possession. 
For days after, the poorer classes search in the 
muddy bottom of the river near the bank, for the 
small copper coins that have becn thrown in as 
offerings at the bathing time. On the day before 
the bathing-day the roads leading to Sonepore are 
crowded with pedestrians of beth sexes, also con- 
veyanees of every denomination. » Women of all 
classes, dressed in the brightcst of colours with 
all the jowelry they have, sparkling on their ears, 
wrists, ankles, and nosey—some travelling on Loot 
eurying the youngest of their family astride on 
thoir hips, others, better off, riding in bullock carts 
with a covering to proteet them from the sun and 
cold as wall as the public gaze. The ladies of the 
“upper ten” travel in pelanquins covered over 
goneraly, with a red cloth, in which is cut a little 
hole on cach side to admit ait, or to be nacd as a 
peep-hole, (vom whence they can see and not be seen, 
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After the bathing-day the fur begins to clear, 
and very soon 1s almost empty. The mango 
grove, where tle Luropean encanpment is pitched, 
is near the racc-course. The canvas-town that 
rises into existence as if by magic is, in a very 
short time, fill of life and gucly. The luge 
camps with thew strects of tents, arene tly and regu- 
larly pitched, the shameanahs handsomely earper 
ed and furnished ; while atthe back the dining 
tents, down the centie of which are placed long 
tables, indicate that a luxurious and comfortable 
style of hospitality will soon be dispensed. 

There are goncrally several large camps to which 
a number subseribe, and ask their friends ; there 
are also a few private and smaller camps The 
routine of Sonepore camp-life generally commences 
with races, usually, fixed for a Thursday The 
day before, all are assembled in can.p, and at about 
9 pa, the bugle for the Ordinary sounds, and 
such as are of a spor ing, mind, go there and join 
in the lotteries on the races to be 1un in the 
morning, At daylight next moining, a cannon, 
is fired from the race-course, which rouses the 
camp, and shortly after, the bind of the regiment 
from Dinapore marelies down from the race-s{and 
to the end of the encampment and back again, to 
the lively sivam of a regimental quick march 


- 
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After these two hints to turn out, the camp is 
yoon alive, and shortly afier cwriages, dog-carts, 
and conveyances of all kinds, and pedestrians are 
to be seen making their way to the race-stand. 
By 8 am. all have arrived, and soon after, the 
snddling bugle gocs, ‘The granc-stand is the 
verandah of the ball-room ; couches and chairs 
ue ranged ell alung the front to-vards the racc- 
course, leaving plenty of space belilad for those 
who wish to warm themselves by a smart wall, 
or constilutional, to promenade up md down. At 
one end of the verandah, coffee, tea, and bisemts 
are provided ; during the interval betweon each 
race the band plays, while the ladies, not to be 
outdone by the sterner sex, make their bets for 
gloves, ov join in rupee lotteries on the next race. 
By 11 a m. the races are over, wd all hasten 
home to breakfast, and spend tha afternoon in 
culling, &e. AJL Sonepore puls im an appearance 
at the evening drive 1ound the course , this pre- 
sents a very gay appearance. In the centro of 
the circle formed by the race-course, troopers ba- 
longing to the Ihregular Cavalry from Segowlie 
entertain the public by competing at tent-pegging 
and other feats of horsemanship. ‘This, however, 
has cot given way to polo, and a struggle for 
suporiority between a Trans-Gangetic and a ‘Tirhoot 
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team is always viewed with great interest by the 
fair lookers on, who behold the contest from the 
top of four-in-hind diags, scated on tandem carts, 
or carriages of all kinds, 

Being the ball-night, the drive comes to an 
earlier conclusion than usual, and at 9p ar, the 
bugler sounds Ins horn, giving all notice that in 
half an hoar dancing will commence At this 
signal all is bustle and haste, those who had Lor- 
gotten that time will fly, rush off to their tents to 
see that they look as charming as possible ; the 
“mashers” take a self admiring look at themselves 
in the glass, give theit haw touch up and their 
moustaches an extra twirl; thon all star (for tle ball- 
yoom. Carriages airive—young men rush down 
the steps of the hall-room to hand up Mrs, ——, or 
help Miss ——- to alight. “ I hope you have not 
forgotten No.5.’ “Canyon give me No 14 ?"— 
“T can only give you one extia! — Thanks ; 
shall we say the stpper dance?” while some 
naughty one suggests: “ We] ad better sit out that 
dance”—and the band soon strikes up with a 
quadrille ! 

The ball-room is a most bulliant scene, The 
clegant dresses of the ladics and the vaied and 
many-coloied uniforms of the mlitay men, mixed 
with the sombre evening diess of the civilians, give 
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the assemblage a gay and gu ly appearance. At 
midnight the band strikes up “The Roast Beef 
of old England,” and aé this signal there is a grew 
rushhg about of gentlemen in scarch of the ladies 
they are lo take mm to supper To arrive at the 
sttpper-room you go into the verandah, and turn 
sharp halfright, walk down through a passage, 
which connects the ball with the supper room— 
passing into the verandah you find the doors of 
the supper room open to receive you ‘The happy 
coupiles find themselves in alone room. The supper 
stands ona table running up the centre of the room 
which is tastefully decorated with flowers that 
have heen sent over from Bankipoie, for, if somo 
of the gentlemen attend to ihe racing reqnivements, 
a number of the ladies take 2 great deal of trouble 
in ombellishing the ball and supper room. The 
ladies all wke eats, while the gentlmen wait on 
them. ‘The champagne corks soon begin to pop, 
and the knives and forks (orati —gradualy the din 
becomes loss, and the crack of a bonbon cosaque 
followed by a little peream tls thit the “dear 
bewitchers” have done supper, and are now about 
to go in for a litle Peht amusement. The crackers 
having come to an end, the lid’es and their part- 
nors make for the ball-room, leaving the supper- 
room in posscysion of the “wall flowers.” Some 
w,e oR f 
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of the elder gentlemen look’ forward to this repast 
with a good dew of pleasure. Many will remem- 
ber an old General from Dinapore who had to 
chaperone some young ladies, and how he used to 
make himself comfortable soon after arrival and 
go off to sleep; but, as punctually as clock-work 
he would awake at ten minutes to twelve, and with 
v benign smile form his nearest neiz ibour that 
m ten iminutes “The Roast Beef of old England” 
would sound, 

After sepper people began to leave, and by 
2am most of the ladies had left Then the 
young men went in for second supper. By 4 a.m 
the camp is still, ‘The only noise heard is the 
howl of a huugry jackal, inviting his mates to 
_oin him in a feed off some well-picked bones he 
has just discovercd. Ihave also heard at early 
dawn, the voice of some youth, under the infinence 
of love and second supper, warbling m most me- 
lancholy tones, “Green leaves come again, as he 
tries (o distinguish his own tent from the many 
others round him, ‘The neat or bye day is passed 
playing Jawn-tennis, and at large luncheon purties ; 
in the afternoon, again, all go driv'ng ot riding, —as 
there is no ball on this evening, tho band plays on 
the course near the race-stind; in the evening, 
cinner paitics ; and at half-past 9 rat, the lottery 


RIVINISCFNCTS OF BRIAR 83 


bugle sounds, and all those inleres.cd in the races 
bid their hosts good-night and take themselves off 
to the Ordinary, which is held in the supper-room. 
Thore is a ball every race-day, namely, on ‘Tues- 
day, Thursday, and Saturday; and the lotteries 
on Monday, Wednesday, and Frulay. On the 
Sanday D.vie Service is held in ore of the 
large shannanahs, the chaplain from Patna officiat 
ing. The racing is generally very good, and 
hoises from all parts of India come to compete. 
The purses are paid from funds subscribed by 
the visitors ; they are collected thus: On enter. 
ing the weighing-yard, which 18 also the lounge 
between the events, one of the stewards told off 
for the purpose places before you a subscription 
book,, when you are expected to enter your name 
for as much as yor can afford. Of corse no 
Indy pays. The different Rajrhs about give 
parses—Durbhungah and Betiah, give a handsome 
cup—to be run for, 0 that, at a full Sonepore, the 
prizes ave valuable, Alas. Sonepore ag a place for 
races and gricty is fet fading awry. The large 
camps at which hospitable residents from Bankipore 
entertain their friends are also things of the past. 
Who can forgat the long lines of tents attached to 
M—'s camp, the hearty greeting to all old frends 
as they anived at Soncpore, all the fun that went 
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on and the trouble their ever kind host and hostess 
took to make wl happy ? 

The scroam of the locomotive, as 1, rushes past 
on its way to the North-\West, warns us that 
Sonepore is doomed and the end is at hand. he 
charm of Sonepore was the large picnic it repro« 
sented ; that zone, a visil to Sonepore resolves 
itself into a nx tier of busmess to purchase horses 
or other cattle. 


CHAPTER VITL 
LORD MAYO AND TUNG BAITADOOR AT SONTPORD BIR. 
GAINING A LA ORIENTAL —GDRMAN MISSIONARIES, 

CIE year in which Lord Mayo met Sir Jung 
Bahadoor of Nepaul, and some years after 
when Lord Northbrook passed threugh on his way 
up-country, were two of the most successful race- 

meets Sonepore has on record. 
Jung Bahadoor came down: in great state, with 
a body-guard of about three hundred men. ITeand 
his followers had a large piece of ground under the 
shade of mango trees portioned off to them, On 
the arrival of the Prince of Nepaul he was met at 
the river Gunduk by an A -D -C, in the Vicerceal 
carriage, and conveyed to his camp. A battery of 
royal artillery saluting himas he entered his encamp- 
ment, where he was reecived by his own body- 

guard who presented arms, 

dung Bahadoor’s many wives had insisted on 
accompanying him to see and witness the sights anid 
the fun, and bathe in the sacred Ganges, There 
wore over thirty of these partners of Ins weal and 
woes, end as each had a retinue of women-servants 
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theie was a goodly number m all, Next day T 
went and culed on Sir Jung, and found him look- 
ing at Lord Mayo’s jewellery and comparing it with 
his own oid Mayo’s wore beautifully set, and 
shone forth with agzlng resplendency, while Sir 
Jung's, representing enotn ous value, were dully 
set, and badly cut Jumg Bahadoor was vory affable, 
and conversed frecly in Hindustani, whiel he 
spoke well; he was a little man with a sharp, 
resiless, and crucl eye ‘The face was clover but 
cunning ; and you might hope in vam for merey 
if once in lis power. 

The mormng after his arrival, he and his suite 
arnved at the race stand on their state elephants. 
These animals were magnificently caparisoned with 
clothsof gold and golden howdahs. A Durbar or 
reception was held at midday, and all Europeans, 
as well as native gentry, invited to attend. It 
was held in a large shamiunah, at one end of which 
was a raised platform with two steps up to it, 
Thore weve three chairs of zold on the dims; 
chairs in rows down cach side of the shamundh 
were placed, the froat row to one side for the 
members of Sir Jung’s staf, and, behind them the 
native gentry. On the opposite sida, chairs wera 
placed for the Ruropeans, while up the centre was 
a carpeted walk leading to the dais, Before mulday 


RUEMINISCTNCLS OF BLITAR 87 


all the chaits were filled, anc shortly after Lord 
Mayo (in court-dress, weatin2 his star and band 
of the Order of the Garte’) walked in. All 
roso in token of respect, and IIis Lordship bow- 
ing to ench side took his seat in the centre chair 
on tho das; as he did so, a royal salute vollied 
forth, and the band of the European regiment 
played ‘God save the Queen.’ A few minutes 
after the Viceroy had taken his scat, a commotion 
outside announced the arrival of Sir Jung and 
suite; again the guns boomed, the guard of 
honor saluted, and Si dung Bahadoor entered, 
sparkling with jewels, wearing on Ins head a 
golden helmet studded with precious stones, and 
on top a ruby valued at three lacs of rupees, out 
of which dropped bird of paradise feathers. Te 
was met by one of the Seeretarics, while his son 
or brother was taken in hand by another These 
Secretaries, taking them by the hand walked them 
half way up the passage where officials of higher 
standing met them and conducted them to the 
foot of the dais, J.ord Mayo descending one stop, 
offered Six Jung his right, and the other lis 
Toft hand, and seated them-on eith’r side of hin 
The other members of lus swute had been placed 
meanwhile, by the junior ecerataries, in the front 
row chairs kept for them. The Governor-General, 
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aller exchanging a tw words wih the Nepauloese 
Magnat., desired to be introd red bo the members 
of his snite; on this the Sceret ary hande 1 them 
up onc by one, another man calling ott (hen 
names. Lord Mayo shook ands with some, 
bowed to others, and they pissed on and rescated 
themselves Alter this, Covernment-house ser- 
vants, dressed in ved and gold, appeared with 
lavge tays of pan, a leat m which 1s ineloscd 
spices, betel it, and a mixture of lime and ente- 
chu. ‘The pén was made up into little cocked- 
hat shapes, held together with a single clove, 
and beantificd by a covering of silver paper, A 
Scere ary went voind wth the ab ur-holder and 
sprinkled + little on cacl of the suite, Sir dung 
and his brother had been spocidly served. Aftor 
sitting the time requiied by Durbar etiquette, 
Sir Jime according to the eastom of Oricntals, 
asked to be allowod to tuke lis departure, which 
being granted, hv rose {> leave, all the spectators 
rising ub the same time. ‘Phe Seeretary agam 
handed them down, one man going to a certain 
spot anc making them over to Juniors, till they 
yerched theix® conveyance, when the guard of 
honor again saluted The big guns boomed and 
Su Jung returned to his camp, Lord Mayo sat 
a phot lime alter Sir Jing had retired, then 


REMINISCYNOTS OF BPILAR 8) 


r'sing, walked down the passage — the spectators 
rising, As soon as Lis Loishis was ont of the 
shamianah, we md’ ence dspeised. That afternoon 
the horse artillery {vom Dinrpote were to exhtbrt 
their skill with thei brecch loadmg Aimstrong 
guns to the Nepaulese Pemes and Generals. There 
was of course a great crowd to sce the petorm- 
ance in which Sir Jung took the greatest mtcrest. 
The practice both with shot and shell was very 
good. When the fing had stopped, Sr Jung 
examined and admired the light cannons; he 
then gave a general invi ition to all, to come 
and witness 2 review of his troops, next day. 
That evening Su Jung appeaed with some of 
his stall’ at the ball; they were all most gorgeously 
dressed, Oriontils do not understand ladics and 
gontlomen dancing together, ‘They think it is a 
usclesd exercise 'Thew idea of the right thing 
is that the young lady shonld dance and the 
lords of creation ad uire. Several of the lndics 
went (o ent on the Ladies Jing Babhadoor, 
They were usheved in’ by the husband, and 
were reeeived by the principal and the youngest 
of the Ranees, One" of the ladies who called, 
described (hen as checeftl, rather nice-looking 
women, with stiong Mongolian featmes, “and Lar 
for Oriantuls, 
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The Rances on parting with their visilors pre- 
sented each with a picce of jewellery, the value 
being suited to the rauk ol the lidys husbind, | 

Noxtaficrnoon the Ncpanlese troops were pm add, 
They were a fine boc y of hte Goorkahs, with legs 
that no Tigh lander necd be ashamed of. As they 
smarehed pasi, their band strnek up “Should 
auld acquaintance,” — They had evidently leat ned 
. thar drill from some old Irench officer, for when 
they went at the double, they kept time to the 
tap of the drum which beat the “ pas de charge” 

The last and most amusing ovolution was 
the bayonet exercise, quick time, The band 
struck up “ Pop Goes the Weasel,” and the fixed 
bayonets worked up and down, here and there, 
in exact time to thet well-known old tune, Not 
many of these gallant little {cllows ever saw 
Nepaul again ; for cholera broke out in their camp 
west day, tad thouga they wore hurried off ab 
once, the fatal disease never left them. One 
thing a Nopaulese Goorkah fears giently is ao 
litle soap and water, and to this aversion, | 
put down the attack of cholera that proved so 
{utal io the Tittle force that visited us on this 
occasion. ‘There were several fine elephants among 
those that came down wilh the Nepaul retinue. 
While they weie at Sunepore, one of the eluphants 
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brought to the fhir for sale, went mad, and bieak- 
ing loose, did great mischief, and people were 
. in danger of thar hves. Sir Jung heaing this, 
sent one of his hunting elephants after hun ; he 
came up to the savage beast on a sandbank near 
the river opposite, and at once charged. Ins 
Sonepore opponent put down his head, aud rushed 
to meet him. With a terrible shock they met, both 
seemed to stagger for a minute, md then the mad 
one turned tail and bolted, pursued by the other. 
The chase was not a long ono, for Sir Jung’s | 
tusker gained on the other fast, and as he was’ 
descending to a lower part of the bank, caught him 
in the rear with such force that he drove him 
head foremost into the sand, where the now very 
much-tamed elephant lay, recetving a dig in the 
yibs now and then from his stronger brother. 
The Sonepore elephant having hauled down lus 
colours, his mahout or diiver mounted on his neck, 
and, off he marched, looking as sheepish and cowed 
ad an elchpant possibly could look, Lord Mayo’s 
year will be long remembered by those who were 
present at Soncpore, The Viccroys kind and 
affable manner to Europeans and natives of every 
class endeared him to all. J shall never forget 
the delight of a Tlindu merchant fiom Cawnpore, 
who walked up to Lord Mayo ashe waspromenuhng 
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the weighing enclosure, and made him a low 
salaam ; This Lordship held out his hand to him, 
and, afier shaking hands, inquired in Lnglish all 
about him. The mim, understanding a little of 
what was said, teplied by signs and a word or two. 
When he marched ont of the enclostre, he was 
at least six inches taller ; and one of the stewards 
tuhiny advantage of h & cl woud state presented the 
subscription book to him, and extracted a hundred 
rupees towards the race-fund. ‘To this day the 
native merchant talks of the time when the Dura 
Lai Salab (the big, Lord Sahib)came to Sonepore. 

Lord Mayo was a good horseman, and delighted * 
ina smart canter round the race-course. After 
the races were over, he nsed (o mount lus big Tish 
hunter, and go at a rattling pace, his aide-de-camp 
flymg after him, Our great sportsman and rider 
Mr. John, one morniag gave Llis Lordship a speci- 
ren of good nding, le mounted a pony called 
ezique, one of the most difficult animals imagi- 
wle io sii—to ride an cel, if you can finey it, 
‘ould hive been easier, ‘The Lltle beast world 
{ forward, stop suddenly, letting hor head con» 
ently bob down, so that there should be no- 

* to hold on to in case you were inelinod to 

ver her head; to accelerate your departure 
ould give a nice little kick up behind ; fail- 
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ing to dislodge her rider, she would suddenly spring 
to the right, then to the Iefl. She seemed con- 
vulsod all over asif tho saddle and vider tickled 
her into musetilar contoitions, but ib was no use, 
‘diammy stuck io her like wax ; suddenly a bright 
idea seemed 10 seize the little vixen, for she made 
adart to where some branch2s of a mango irce 
came low down to the ground, md before her rider 
could evade them, a branch had caught him by 
the neck and swept him over her tail, Waving a 
puting farewell with her heels, which passed un- 
commonly near the rider’s head, the young lady 
gracefully retired to her stable. It was not long 
after Ilis Lordship’s visit to Sonepore that, while at 
the Andaman Islands he was cruelly murdaed by 
a fanatical prisoner, India, Native and European, 
vich and poor, mourned for vhis great and noble 
statesman. Somewhere about 1878, Lord North- 
brook paid a visit to Sonepore, where he held » 
“ Durbar.” Tis visit, however, was only a casual 
ona, and the durbar was not os, grand as it should 
hive been. Tis Lordship mad up for it by giving 
aball at tho race-stand ball-room. Everything 
came from Calentta by rail, and the whole thing 
was a most brilliant success The supper was 
a chef-dweuore. The long table,in the supper- 
room was replaced by numcercus swall tables, on 
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each of which was seived a perfect Petit Sonper. 
The “ fiz” was good and all ¢gteed in pronouncing 
Ihs Execllency s ball the best and most enjoyable 
they had been to for many a day. 

J will now teke my rewder round the Soncpore 
Fur. To do this cflictontly you must seenre some 
of the Govermnent Cominissariat elephants or baor- 
row some stcady oncy from the Durbungah or 
Beteah Rajah. Young clephants are hilf-trained 
and dangerous, and become quite excited by the 
noise and turmoil of the Lair. 

A very serious accident nearly took place on one 
occasion when some young Indices were proceoding 
on elephants to seo the Native fair, The elephant 
on which o¢ of the ladies was to mount was 
ordered to knecl down, ‘Phe animal obeyed the 
order, but belove the fair rider was scitl.d on the 
pad, the timid monster jumped up, and the young 
lady Was leit for a time nm mud air, for her cavalier 
who had mounted first held on to her manfully, but 
at last had to let go, and she fell ab the {cet of the 
lot of elephants that were waiting for the rest of 
the party. A gentleman, who was looking on, 
rashed in aud dragged her out of danger. 

Having mountetl our steady old elephants, we 
start in Ludjan file down the main road, passing 
through the centre of the encampment liom 
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ow high position we can see the cunp to great 
advantage, Hach set of tents has a diive marked 
out among the tices, and on a board hung on 
a convenient branch, the name of the ITost 
or ITostess—' Mrs Feed-em-well’s Camp, ” Mr. 
Smoke and-Peg’s Camp,” “ The Tirhoot Busicrs, ” 
and goon As you reach what may be called the 
east end, the camps get smaller and less preten- 
tious, Passing these, you come to tents got up 
as shops, m which all kinds of European toys, 
groceries, brandy, beer, soda-water, &e., ave sold ; 
beyond, carpenters from Dinapore and Patna ex- 
pose for sale chairs, beds, tables, and every article 
of furniture ; while coach builders offer dog-caris, 
cairiages, and conveyances of all k nds and sizes 
to intending purchasers. Tere the tents ond, aud 
the horse-fair begins; numbers of screaming 
kicking ponies are being ridden up and down the 
broad road that leads you to the fair; the riders 
going as if their lives depended on the pace. 
‘fothered under the trees on either side of the 
road, are the bigver horses of every class and de- 
nommation * Let us go and seo what wonderful 
waiimal ws pickettod under that small shamianah. 
There stands a tall white horse with pink eyes and 
nose, and a wonderful mane and tail dyed all the 
colours of the rambow. 
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Ue has a head-sivl worked w'th gold thread, 
and on his leas gold bangles, while round his 
neck hangs a number of smill lockets of silver 
containing chums ard verses fiom the Koran. 
We inquire out of cintosity, what price is asked 
for this horse The ownes, © up-cou iy man, 
with rather a swagger, informs us that the price is 
one lac of rupees, and thu he is a horse meant for 
a Rajah to buy Nothing dvinted by the rebuff, 
we inquire what are the peculiarities in the animal 
to make him sc valuable, and are told that he has 
all that is requued by a native horse-fancier, that 
is, the hair on iis forchead cuts the proper way, 
and that behind the curs, 118 the prover twist, 
The beast is actly vel less to an European 
eye; hishoeks we as big as your head, and he 
has splints and 1ing bones on b's foick gs. Well 
veined up with a sharp bit, he will be considered 
magnificent by the nies, ecpeci tly at a wedding 
proccssion. ‘There he w lL he mounted by a native 
professional rider, who will send him clong at a 
firions pace, then siddenly pull him up dead on, 
his hawches, wheel vbot , aud retire in the sane 
way, then stop, and biidling the horse sharp up, 
make Jum perform a land of pas, which would 
be called by a soldicr “marking time” To this is 
sometimes added the firing off of match-locks and 
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other Girens performances. With this kind of 
handl ng before many years ae over, the poor 
brute has not a leg to stand on, and his mouth 18 
as hard as iron When he has reached this state, he 
reverts to the lowly position of 1 teekah-yham ie 
(hired carriage) horse, where he gets the most hum- 
ble of fare and plenty of whip-cord, and {nally dies 
broken-he wted. 

As we strike the Chuppreh road we turn to the 
JefL and pass to our right the Camel fair. At this 
point two roads cross, and the crowd is very great. 
Tlere you find the Geiman Missionaries hard at 
their good work. Recognwing one of them, we 
inquire after his health and that of his wile, to 
which he rephes. ‘I am well, good, Sir; but 
my wife, poor fellow, is very sick.’ We express 
sorrow ; and he goes on with his exhortation. The 
way these hard-working men have mastered ihe 
Thndustani language is wonderful, There are 
few Natives who have the facility of speech, ov 
can speak what is called Urdu,- the language 
spoken im polite native society—as they do. ‘These 
mien ave indefigable in their work, They will 
stand for hours in the stm and dust, expound- 
ing the scriptures or arguing points of religion 
with some Moslem or Jimdu. ‘the Missionary 
always gets the best, of the arguinent as he hus 
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studied the Koran and Shashters thoroughly, and 
actually can quote passages from both, that the 
follower of the Prophet or the believer in Ram 
never heard of. It is dificult to understand how 
these most zealous workers manage to oxist. 
They are all matricd and have families, The 
miserable pittance doled ont to them with groat 
irregularity by the Soc’ety in Germany barely 
paya for the most meagre food. Residents of the 
district about subsermbe to the Mission; bunt this 
money is devoted to the feeding, clothing, and 
instructing of the converts. JI fear that, after all, 
not much good is done. The converts, with one 
oi two exceptions, trin out badly ; and it would 
seem as if the stoiy in the old Delhi Skcich 
Book had a great deal of truth in it, When the 
Protestant M ssionary calls on a man to become a 
convert and join his church, the man replica: 
“Romun Catholic padi phy fivusrupec pece for 
convert} what Massa give? ’” We must leave our 
old friond, the Missionary, to preach and proceed on. 
our tour, As the camel fur ts poor and the 
animals neither beautiful to behold, nor pleasant, 
to the nosa, we Jeave them to themselycs and make 
for the large clump of trees near the river, Tere 
we find the elephant fair, Some of these animala 
ave magnificent and staicly specimens, wlule others 
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are poor, tmder-fed, and under-sized brutes, There 
you sce a dear little baby clephant little more 
than a day old. The old mother, rather grumpy 
at the crowd monopolizing so much of the young- 
ster’s attention, grunts and grombles, giving an 
occasional little tuumpet as if a warning of danger, 
when master elephant rushes under his mother 
for protection. Llephants are certainly curious 
animals, and most amusing to watch. You will 
see a little boy of five or six years old ordering 
about a huge monster who is as obedient as any 
school-boy. In another place the makhout, beng of 
a musical tren, amuses himself by singing, and at 
a certain pa t of the refrain the elephant joing in 
with a kin l of squeak. I have seen elephants 
taught 1o dance and keep capital time. The 
mahout had a lot of small bells, like those used 
by dancing girls, on the elephant’s feet ; he then 
began to play on a small drum, singing at the same 
time, whon the elephant commenced to hop about 
in the most ludicrous way. Passing through 
the trees, we come on the river Gunduk, where 
you sco numbers of clephants having their morn- 
ing bath. They look like great cluldren being 
washed, Lying down in the water they first turn 
over on one side and are wall scrubbed with a 
piece of hard brick; they then roll over to 
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the other side. When thoroughly scrubbed and 
cleaned, the driver mounts on then nech, and they 
proceed to the sugar-cane maket, where a bundle 
is purchased. Ths the elephant raiscs to lus 
mahout who places w& on the prd, and away they 
go home, when the elephant has a breakfast off 
the cane. which he scems to enjoy very much, 
The next p'ace is the wnt fair, this we pass 
cuickly through, as there 1s not much to be seen. 
J rom this we make for the bird far. To do so we 
lave to pass throvgh lanes of native eating and 
sweetmeat shops. I cannot say the d shes look 
tempting, while the sme] of bad ghee makes you 
wish you had put a little extra cau-de cologne 
on your hand <ereluef before you left your tent. 
Hfowever Sonepoie, | ke Christinas, only comes once 
a year, and miny people sec it but once in a hife- 
time. We soon reach the bad fair which is not 
much. There are birds of all kinds Tndian, 
fore gn, and often performing ones — ‘The cin here, 
from the serccshing of thed ferent specics, 18 ovor- 
powenng, Bo we move on and make for the 
b var, which will be found ¢ ose to the imple 
whore the people bring their offerings {o the rul- 
ing JL ndu God of the place, Passing on, you 
find yousclf in a plieet with canvas shops on 
cithcr side, where you can buy almost anything— 
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goods from Manchesier, Birmingham, Delhi, 
Cawnpore, Lueknow, the Punjab, Cashmere, or 
Afghanistan, and you can often pick up rather 
neat Indian-made curios at arcasonable price. The 
street turns to the right, and you agai: find a lot 
of sweclmeat shops. Ghee predominates here too ; 
and a short visit is considered advisable. We pro- 
ceed to the temple, of which, not much more than 
the outside walls of a rather clumsily-built mass 
of brick and mortar is to be seen. The door-way 
is crowded with rehgious mendicants of all kinds. 
Some sitting, some erect, with one hand well 
raiscd above the head and a finger rigidly point- 
ing heavenwards. The arm is withered, and the 
finger nails ave more like the claws of a wild beast 
than that of a human being Another is sitting 
eross-legged, and his bones and muscley have 
sot and ptiffined into the one position, out of 
which he has no power to move, Another is 
buried hoad downwards, up to the waist, two 
bamboo tubes ave inserted into lus nostrils through 
which ie breathes. In fact, so many hideous 
sights meet the eye, that the mahouts are ordered 
to turn the elephits homewar1s, and, passing 
through another corner of the horse fan, we' strike 
the Chupprah road near the big well that supplios 
most of the Sonepore visitors with water, then, 


ta 


102 REMINISOONCES OT BEITAR 


turning to the left, up the 101d Maharaj Sing’s 
encampment of Kabul horses comes im sipht, This 
class of horse being cheap, strong, and hardy, is 
generally purchased for the use of Ind’go Planters’ 
Assistants, As Lhave been asked to purchase oncor 
two for friends, I proceed io bt y one, ‘Tiking alook 
along the two lines of, Kabuls, I pick out a few 
that look uke the land wanted Old Maharaj 
Sing, the hcise-dealer, has buen watch ng asa cat 
does rat, to see if he can make out by my 
face the one I particularly fancy, then throwing 
the rude reins (made of pieces of rope) over the 
head of the horse [ pick out, he jimps on and 
away as hard as the benst can go 3 he then trots 
back, and alterwards walks the animal to allow 
of my judg'ng if he is all right on-his pins ; 
I then examine him, and, as he seems to be 
all right, tho important qrest"on + © What do you 
want for him?” is put, Perlectly amazed, the 
horse-dealer puts himself into a postion of sur 
priso: “ What, sir, you who havo bought 
hundreds of horses front mo have to ask the prico 
of that splendid horse, which is almost an Arab, 
up to great weight, goes like the wind, and for 
whom ‘I refused Re. 500 ab Cawnpore |" 

This last statement is lke a hint. So my 
move 18 to walk away. Maharaj Sing follows and 
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co ning up inquires: “Don’t you want the horse?” 
“Yes; but not at the price you name.” “ Well 
he has cost me a lot to feed; I was a fool not to 
soll hin at Cawnpore, and I don’t want to take him 
back, What will you give for him ?” “ Rs. 150,” 18 
theioply. ‘What! Rs, 150 for that horse? You're 
joking with ine |” This kind of thing goes on for 
some time till I see he is inclined to accept my 
price, when [ slip a rupee ag earnest-money 
into his hand, and the bargain is clinched. If, 
however, he does not give way, and I want 
the horse, T advance, say Rs, 25, and gener- 
ally ond in securing the animal. 

Some of the old hands, and large buyers under- 
sland the way to bargain é ld on vental, which is taking 
the dealer’s hands in yours, a blanket is placed over 
them, then you begin operations ‘The joints of the 
different {tngers represent so much money. The pur- 
chaser, sty, presses the two first joints of the fore- 
linger of the right hand, that means Rs, 200, The 
vendor in reply squeezes the same, but also pinches 
the first joint of the intending purchaser's next 
finger, monning Rs. 250, and go on. A bargain is 
very quickly slruck in this way, and as secrecy is 
considered the right thing, the dealer may sell 
much below what he asks, and no one but the 
purch wor be the wiser. We have now been all 
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over the fairy so taking the race-course where it 
skirts the camp as our wey homo, we reach it, 
feolng very much dislocated afer some four hours 
on arough elephant ; however, once in a wiy itis 
well worth the (rouble, and young people enjoy 
the fin and novelty of the thing. Al last the end 
has come. The final dance has taken place, and 
all that remains to be done is to settle — the ladies, 
their kansamahs’ Wils—and the gentlomen, their 
lottery and race accounts. At mid-day tho settlmy 
bugle sounds to give notice, and shortly after 
men, follawed by thew servants bearing bags of 
money, walk towards the supper-room where the 
settling comes off. At the head of the table, the 
Sceretary sits with lis books md lottery papers, 
ins only of late years ; for formerly every one hid 
to make up and collect his own account which ths 
Sceretary now does, and dadnety 5 per cent 
from your winnings for the trouble whieh does 
not benefit him, for his labour is that of love, 
and the 5 per cent is eredited to the Race Fund 
A. Sonepore Race Secre ay mus be a perleot 
“Job.’ Tie has to attend to everything 3 and it 
anything 1s wanted from an elephant toa ten- penny 
nul, he must supply it, or meet the great displeastre 
of the claimant, Settling under the new system 
is child’s play lo tho old, and it is all over im 
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{en mintios, Yoars ago, before the sépoys had 
tuned nem hum, alot of young subs, attach- 
ed toone of the Native Infantry Regiments at 
Dinapore, pub their savings tozether and came to 
Sonepore determmed to win » fortune Thor 
soiling kept thom al work from carly morn. till 
sunset and when, afler paying out and receiving 
several (hous md rupees, they balanced their ne- 
coms they (ound one rupee to the profit side, 
which they divided as their winnings among them. 
As you leave the se(iling-room, you notice that 
tonts ave fast falling and care’ages and dos-carts, 
full of passongers, are leaving: as thoy pass you gtve 
(hem a fivewell cheer, 

The unfortunate ones who have to remain be- 
hind ou that day could express thew feelings in 
Moore's words + 


"Ve fora cons who ticnds aloro 
Some banged bald dra ntot 
Who gh sat flel w  s6 gaulinda dead 
And wll but bo dapacted, 


‘The phiee is soon a desert, strewn with st. wy, 
broken platos, pots, and dishos, and emoy beer 
and champagne bottles, which always denote, in 
India, the place where the Briton has feasted. 


CHAPTER LX. 


MY OWRIVIMAS PARTY Al KUINOUL WILD RUTTALONS— 
SH00 ING AN ATIIGALOR VISTI OL MY BOILER CLL 
THD MANAG MINI OL DOOM IAI MY ASSIS ANI KULPS 
SNAKS AS PI AS—REVIVAL OF HITE MOZULLL tPORD RACK 
Ml 

ST now held the dignified position of Sub- 
edb manager of Kurnoul, and OC G— (whose 

Christmas party at Dooriah [have described) hav- 

ing gone to Caleutta on his way for a sea-trip, T de- 

termined to give a small Chrisimas party. Laving 
issued my invitations and statcd that we were to 
pass ou time in shooting, I had to find out where 
sport could be got. So, summoning a couple of 
shurp men, I sant them off to seek. The evening 
before my guests were expected, one of the men 
came in and told me he had found a place simply 
swarming with game, and insisted on my going ’to 
judge for myself, As tho shooting ground was 
not very dstart, T ordered an elephant I had the 
loan of to be sent on ahead, and, im hal€an hour, fol- 
lowed in my deg-cmt, and mounting the clephant, 
proceeded to look round. | found the report as 
to quantity of game in no way exaggerated ; the 
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hares were running about like rabbits in a warien, 
and quail and partridge seemed to swaim. T did not 
tuke ont my gun, as [ was afraid [ might be tempt- 
od 40 fire, so I at once reterned home quite pleased 
at the prospect of giving my friends such grand 
sport, ‘They arrived at last, and, early on Christ- 
mas morning 1852, we started for the shooting 
ground. Tleve we found our elephants and beaters 
formed linc and advanced. Our day’s sport proved 
vory successful as we shot forty threc hares, twelve 
brace of partridge, and several conple of quail, 
also a few pigs. As we were procecding toward 
the spot where breakfast was spread, and when we 
least expected to sce anything what was our 
astonishment when up jumped a fine spotted deer 
and bounded away. Ouly one shot was fired at 
him; but it did not take effect We were much 
disgusted at losing 60 fine a supply of venison. 
Breakfast m the open air on a cool fine December 
day in India is always a cheerful menl. We were 
all umgry alter our exercise, and every one scomed 
quile satisfied with himself and the world at large. 
Tho villagots flocked round us to look at the 
sahits feoding, ® piece of curiosity which we 
did not appreciate, so we asked them fo move 
{further away ; this they did, but os soon as our 
attention was directed to our food, they agam 
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gradually drew nearer ind nearer. ‘The place where 
our breakfi st was laid was a clot space, while all 
round was a kind of serub jungle. There were 
foot paths leading to the cleaved patch, by which 
our adimrmg oi-lookers had come, One of our 
party hit on a capital plan to keep them buck 5 he 
eug some cold beef, put it on as many pliles as 
there woe paths, tnen requested ue crowd to 
retire, When they had reached a respects blo dis- 
tance, he placed a plate of beef on cach path, and 
having informed the spectators of the contents, 
returned to finish his meal im peace, This plan 
was most succeas{ul, and the plates of beef were as 
good as sentrics wi h fixed bayonets. 

After breakfist we mountad again, and were 
jus stating when a little boy, a cowherd, came 
runing up to tell us that two wild buftalocs were 
in a big giass close by, and that they were very 
troublesome, coming out and attacking the tame 
ones grazing under his cre, This was grand news ; 
we all loaded with ball, and before long rived at 
some very heavy giass, Wo were afirid il was too 
thick fo beat thr neh, but deter mmed to ry. Our 
pesevaanes was rewarded, for, as we neared the 
eqnire of the giass, il got thinner, and was nol go 
high dust then a shot fired to the mght told 
us the game was afoot, and soon the banging 
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became general, At last one of the buffaloes, badly 
wounded tried to swim the river ~ the Big Gunduk 
—but before he had gone fitty yards, his heart failed 
him, He just managed to reaer the bank when 
he turned over dead, and would have been carried 
away by the stream, had not one of the sportsmen, 
who was much excited jumped from his elephant 
night invo the water, and holding on by rie dead 
animal’s tail, dragged him trumphantly to shore. 
Te proved to be a {ime young bull, in capital con- 
dition, with a fair paw of horns. Tfaving dragged 
him well away from the water, we stwted in pur- 
suit of the other, Le proved to be more savage, 
and if he had not speedily reccived his qmetus, 
would have done mischief among the beaters He 
also was a young bull. They had evidently been 
riven out of the wild herds to be found in the 
jungles above Bettiah, by some of their more 
powerlul brethren, The low-cnste coolies had u 
giand feast of buffalo ment. Tt was a cage of 
out and come again,” for it lasted several days. 
[ had the hele careful y tiken off and tanned, and 
found the leather mide splendid traces. The two 
heads adorned the Kurnoul bung vow for many a 
day. Our sport on the day after Christmas was 
not so good ; but we were rewarded for our pati- 
ence by a big bag m the shapo of a man-enting 
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alligator, We were making towards our dog -caris 
and horses when an old Jindu womin eame run- 
ning out of a village very much exerted, calling 
out that there was a big, alligator on a sand bank 
near at hand and that he had carried off soveral 
heads of catile, and muy men and children, We 
immedi vtely dsmountcl, and inking ovr guns 
loaded w.th bill, advinced cautiously to the pluce 
indicated by the anaent dame. There lay a ro- 
gular monster, basking in the evening sun The 
order was whispered for all to take an aim, and 
at the word fue “to pull trigger together.” This 
was carried oul, and the gins went off ay one shot 
The monster seemed to struggle for a second, then 
stik’ng the sand with his tul once or (wice, 
glided mto the walcr We were much disappoint- 
ed at seeing him disappear; however the old 
woman told ug that it was very shallow just there, 
go we called u boy we suv somo distance off, 
and asked him to step into the water, and look 
it he could see mythin,. ‘Thinking thu wo had 
shot some bid or sinall game, the youngster at 
once stepped info the pool, bat bad barely gone 
a couple of steps, when, with a yell of terror, he 
rushed out, enlling ont as natives penorally do: 
« Bap, re, bap!” (lather, oh, father |). When he 
had un sone distance and stopped, we uscerlained 
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from him that the animal was lying at the botiom 
of the pool ; but he could not say if he was dead 
or not. With some difficulty we procured a small 
boat, and crossed a stream that ran between us and 
our allignior We then offered a reward to any 
one who would go into the water and find out. A 
plucky gowalla (cowherd) at once volunteered, 
muched intu the water, sezed the beast by the 
tml and began pulling at him, ‘The minute the 
other natives, who had gathered round to look at 
what was going on, saw the alligator made no re- 
sistance, they all joincd, and he was soon landed 
on the sand bank, He seemed quite dead, but 
to make sure, we thought we would put another 
bullet into him, Luckily all were told to stand 
clear, when the man who was to fire the final shot 
advanced. As behind the shoulder was consider- 
ed the mos! deadly shot, he aimed there and fred 
To every one’s astonishment, the beast gave one 
tremendous lash with his tal, which would have 
broken any one’s leg had they been in the way, 
and (urned over on its back quite dead, It mea- 
suved 19 fect in length, and it was as much as 
two bullock-caris could do to carry, and four 
bullocks to drag it, some five milcs to the factory. 
The skull was a very good specimen and the teeth 
perfect, We found nothing of the men and cluldren, 
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reported to have been eaten, inside it, although 
often bangles and jewellery are to be found if an 
alligator has lately fed on Tindu boy or girl, 
who have always some small ornament of value 
on them. This 1s the only man-eater I have 
ever shot, though many fish-ealers have fallen 
to my gun, oue fully as long but not such a 
formidable-looking beast, as the man-eater. They 
are known amongst Europeans as the “ snub- 
nosed and “ long-nosed.” The natives called the 
former boch and the latter go oF gurrial, What, 
with the two wild buffaloes and the big alli- 
gator my frst Christmas party was a success. 
One of my guests was a Frenchman called Ver: 

leough he was up to all kinds of tricks, so some 
of the men detarmined to play off a trick on him. 
They got pie-dish, and waking the pastry cover 
off, sent down to the river for a few frogs which they 
placed in the dish, covering it with the pastry top. 
The pie at dinner was set before “ mossoo,” who 
was full of life, chattermg away. The pie no 
sooner placed before him, than he at once offered. 
to help one of his neighbours. Cuttings big trian- 
gular piece he inserted the spoon, when out jumped 
the frogs right into hislap. With a yell of horror 
the Frenchman threw himself back, lost his balance 
and4ell on the fluor, carrying with him his right- 


RUMINISCLNOES OF RIITAR 118 


hand neighbour. Jt took some time for the gallant 
Gaul to recover his nerve, and during the rest 
of the dinner he eyed every covered dish with sus- 
picion. Jokes of this kind were common in the 
district in those days ; but men were more like 
schoolboys when thoy got out for a holiday, and 
the softening and polishing influence exercised over 
the rougher half of socisty had not had time to 
act. Though several Indies were to be found in 
the District, they were yet’ few and far between, 
and could be counted on your fingers. We all 
went on to Dooriah to spend New Year’s day 
with A. JI— who was the assistant there. We shot 
down the daubs (low lands) fiom Kuwmoul to 
Dooriah, but did not make much of a bag. TTow- 
ever, We spent a very enjoyable day ; and on tho 
morning of the 2nd of January, the party broke up. 

T returned to Kurnonl where [had plenty to do, 
for L had to attend to the Doowah work as well. 
T passed two very happy years ab Kunoul. My 
youngest brother from the Maumtius paid mo a 
vinil while T was there. Te did not give ine much 
notice, as 1 only reccived his loiter to say he was 
coming two days before he himself arrived at my 
house, so I suppose the ship he came by carried 
both him and his letter. Thad left hun quite a lithle 
tellow, and, when something over six feet tivo inches 
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uncoiled itself out of the patkee, I was quite taken 
aback. It was a great pleasure after so many years 
tosee one’s own kith and kin again, and we sat and 
talked of all the near and dear ones till nearly day- 
break. Hehadhad a dreadful journey of it. Men 
in Calcutta in those days knew very little as to 
how upcountry districts were to be reached. ‘he 
people, my brother was consigned to, had started 
him off in a palkee, by what is called a Govern- 
ment dik, that is, thé postmaster arranges for a 
change of bearers every 80 many uniles, and they 
carry you, by stages, to your destination. For 
this uncomfortable mode of transit. he had to 
pay Rs. 300, and buy a palkee, which cost 
him Rs. 50 more. If proper inqgmry had been 
mado, he could have come by horse-d&k, that 
is, in a palanquin carriage drawn by ponies, 
for Rs. 64. However, he was started off by 
this antediluvian style of travelling. All went 
well for the first tivo days and nights, but, on the 
evening of the 8rd, when he was hoping he was 
nearing the end of his journey, his bearers put 
down his palkee and bolted. Having heard of 
snakes and tigers, and the spot being a very 
jungly onz, he drew his hunting-knife, the only 
weapon he possessed, and mounting on the top of 
lus conveyance, detetmined to sell his life dearly. 
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Not long geated thus, thinking how much more 
comfortable he would have een if he had remain 
od at home 12 the Mauritit, he wat awakened from. 
his dream. by 2 distant vumblm sound, and notes 
on a bugle came floating jowards him oF the 
Ipreeze. Tle could not understand what it meant. 
The gounds come nearet and nearer, and he could 
make out % black |nmbering object ghrough the 
darkness: Determined 4o do or die, lic jumpe 
in to the middle of the road brandishing his 
& eouteuts de chasse” A jaded poney palf frighten 
ed by the palkee om the road, and the figure 
with iup-atrotched ays befcre i, stopped phot. 
The driver in. afright yelled out, and out o the 
dale gharrte jumped {ince youns auiba just owt 
frow. fingland on their way $0 join their regiment. 
My prother quickly explaned matters tO them, 
whon chy gnsisted on his going oF svith them, 
and syishetl bo put his palkee oD top of them ca 
riage mphis the driver objected 0 and, as they 
could not manage bo yall i qithowl his agsistance, 
34 had bo pe Ielt pehind ‘The conduct of the 
driver WA8 talked overs and the youngsters coming 
4o the conclusion that he must be Toagued with 
sobbers, arranged qhat they should take wb tw 


about 10 git on the pox peside him with & cocked 
yovolver pointed at ls head, and to shoot him 
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on the slightest provocation. The driver, trust- 
ing to fate, drove on ; and, as he took them safely 
into Sherghatty by next morning, they formed a 
move favourable opinion of him, and took off the 
sentry. At Sherghatty, my brother left the light- 
hearted young subs, who proceeded on thew 
jowney. ile was kindly and most hospitably 
tveated by an old colonel residing at Sberghatty, 
who get him a fresh set of bearers and another 
palkee, and sent him on to Mozufferpore. Here 
he stopped at the club, which he took for ap hotel, 
and very much offended the doctor (a pompous 
little man who lived at the club) by asking him for 
his bill. From Mozufferpove he came to Kurnoul. 

From Kurnoul I was promoted to the charge of 
Poopree and Doomrah, I had had charge of the 
former for a short time before, and had to look 
after the work there, as well as at Kurnoul, and, as 
T got no extra pay, found it hard work. I was 
relieved of the charge of Isurnoul by my successor, 
A. Ingbs, and went to Poopree in 1853-54, Thad 
to supermtend Doomrah, for which I got no pay ; 
put received 5 per cent. commission on the pro- 
fits. Thes2 profits were caleulated in a peculiar 
inanner ; thus, the Indigo was priced at Rs, 120 
per maund, then as many maunds were deduct- 
ed from the total Indigo made at Rs. 120, 18 
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would cover the outlay, and on every maund 
over and above that you received Ro, 5 per 
maund This was a very poor style of commis- 
sion compared with how it is calculated now. I 
was very snecessful that season, waking one 
thousand maunds at the two places on an outlay 
of Rs. 74,000 or thereabouts, and received the large 
sum of Rs, 1,800 as commission, At the end of 
1854, the Tirhoot Indigo Association gave me the 
option of managing Poopree or Doomrah , and as 
the latter was the more cheerful of the two, 1 went 
there—J. ©. Muir relieving me at Poopree, When 
I had charge of the two concerns, J had an Assis- 
tant at Bungong, an out factory attached to Poop- 
rec, and another at Doomrah. The latter was a great 
man for trainmg animals of all kinds I gave 
him a young bear Thad caught while out tiger- 
shooting about this time. In a few weeks he 
taught it to dance, wrestle with him, und if you 
pomted a stick at it, end made a noise mmitating 
a gun, he would fall down and sham dead. 

While quite yong, he was lame enough ; bnt 
gol very snvage as he grow older, and had to be 
given away to some performing Nults (gipsies) My 
Assistant used also to amuse himscl( in catching 
snokes, and the most vicious cobra had no chance 
with him. These reptiles seamed to know he was 
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their master, and would turn tail and bolt the 
minute he attacked them lis mode of procednre 
was this: As soon as they turned to go off, he 
seized the snake by the tail, and whirled it once 
or twice round his head, to stupefy it ; then letting 
its head hang, he would impart a tremulous motion 
into the snake by shaking his arm asif he was 
suffering from ague. This seemed to have a para- 
lyzing effect. IIe then let its head drop on the 
ground, and with a forked stick, pressed on the 
back of its neck. This made the snake open its 
mouth, when he inserted a piece of cork between 
the jaws, and with a bent needle extracted the 
poison bag. This done, the reptile was harmless ; 
and he would keep them as pets. I must say I 
objected to them, with or without poison bags ; and 
whenever I saw one of these objectionable pets, I 
knocked it on the head. 

In January 1854, the Mozufferpore race meet 
was again set afoot. This had died a natural 
death. Some years before, partly on account of 
the heavy losses sustained by proprietors in sugar, 
and partly by a bad feeling that existed between 
the planting and civilian community. Lord Ulick 
Browne and A. R— who had been appointed as 
Magistrates to the district, were determined to try 
and remedy this unfortunate state of affairs, and 
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notice was sent round that there would be sky 
races, and that the Station would give a ball 
to which all Planters, their wives and families 
wore to be invited. Not to be outdone, some 
gay, young, bachelor Planters announced their 
determination to give a retarn ball to the Station, 
and this was followed up by a dance subscribed 
for by every one, TE was one oft he jolhest meets 
I haveever been at The sky races were great fun ; 
the hoses entered being mostly our own riding 
and driving nags. In one case, amare taken out of 
a dog cart and then and there saddled, won a hand- 
some silver tankard presented by I’. D—,Magistrate, 
then at Buhaira. The pony race, where “ Jack,” 
“ Jundb-i-Ah,” and “ Kiss-me Quick,” vied for 
honours, and the grand fimsh for the Galloway 
Pmse, where “ Indigo,” “ Diamond,” and “ Choco- 
late,” piloted by such cracks as Simmy, Ulick B, 
and Frank V _ ,are things of the far off past, though 
fresh, in the memory of those who were but boys 
in those days. Jf the races were a success, our 
dances were even more so. ‘The bachiclors got a 
slight advantage ; they discovered that a party of 
young ladies were passing through Mozufferpore 
on a visit 10 friends, so they at once sent them an 
invitation, and actually mustered cighicen ladies 
married and single. 


120 ROEMINISCLNOLS OF BLITAR 


The 18th Native Infantry kindly sont us their 
band, which put great life into the entertamment. 

Before I left Poopree to come and live at Doom- 
yah, we got permission from the Durbungah Rajah 
to shoot in what had been his preserves at a place 
ellled Piprone. The late Rajah was not much of 
a sportsman, and the place had not been carefully 
preserved, We found, however, some spotted 
deer, pea-fowl, partridge, and a splendid wild 
boar, We bagged a deer or two, and some smaller 
game ; but the boar escaped. 


CITAPTER X, 


ANOTIUI SMOOTING EXPEDITION 10 NEPAUL MUD-IM. 
BUDDED WLUPHANT—A NEPAULLSU COLLEOL OR 
MILORTLY after this, my old friends C. G—and 
XY J. C—wrote and asked me to arrange for a 
tiger-shooting expedition, This I did; and carly 
in March we found ourselves again under canvas 
in the Nepaul Terai. ‘Lo have described one 
shooting party is to describe all, so I will confine 
myself to incidents that may interest my reader. 
On the morning afier our arrival and just before 
starting to shoot, a very dirty-looking Nepaulese 
official asked for an interview, and demanded to 
see our permit to shoot, This was rathor a 
stumper for us, though we had written to the Resi- 
dent, and he had replied to say he was sending 
one, the piece of paper had not tuned up. We 
informed the man in authority of this, and said, 
we expected i, by that dey’s post when we would 
show it. IIo was rather unpleasant about, the 
matter, but went aay, so we started off shooting ; 
but we observed that we could get no one to show 
us where game was to be found, and the Nepaulose 
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shikari, whom we had hired, did not look happy, 
On our return to camp in the evening, we opened 
our post letters in the hope of finding the required 
order ; but no such thing had come. Again, next 
morning, the unpleasant official came, and this 
time told us we could not shoot, and must leave 
Nepaul territory. This was a sad disappointment ; 
and, as we had been to some expense, we determin- 
ed to see what effect, as the Yankees say, “ the 
almighty dollar” would have. The man was in- 
vited into my tent where we were all seated, and, 
tomy disgust, the first thing he did was to half 
vecline himself cn my bed. First impulse pointed 
to summary ejectinent, but that mcant an end to 
our sport, so I said naught. J, C— opened the 
negotiations by insmuating that we would make 
hin happy if he would only wink at the non arri- 
val of the permt, The man bit at once, Te’ 
might getinto trouble, and, of course, would expect 
to be rewarded according to the risk. We all 
felt that Rs. 50 each, at least, was about to be 
extracted. Wht was our astonishment, when his 
demand was placed before us, to find all he want- 
ed was, that one of the deer we had shot showd 
be given to him and sent with him, on an elephant, 
tohis home! We presented him with two deer, 
and gave him some powder and shot ; and off he 
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staried, having given orders that we were to 
receive every assistance from the villagers about. 
The deer you get in the Nepaul jungle is very 
dry, and European sportsmen hardly ever cat them, 
their servants feasting off venison and, where their 
caste will allow, wild pig. Of the game we, 
bagged, partridge, hare, florican, pea and jungle 
fowl, were all that found their way to our table. 
A very young fawn cooked whole, with a stuffing 
of nuts, is not bad. Taving got rid of our Ne- 
paulese friend, we started for the shooting grounds, 
and before long came on two young bears in 
some grass. Giving two “ peons” a blanket each, 
we told them to get down, and threw the blankets 
over the young bears, and catch them. We, mean- 
while, formed a semi-circle round the men to pro- 
tect them from the angry mother in case she made 
her appearance. ‘The men were plucky fellows, 
and at once rushed on the small bears, not biggor 
than good-sized pups, and rolling them up in the 
blankets, handed them up, They were put in the 
box of the Aowdah under the seat where provisions 
we generally, kept. The little beasts kept up an 
incessant cry, night and day, while wo were out, 
They, however, cat their food, and were not very 
vicious. Ono of these I presented to my Assistant 
afterwards, who taught him all kinds of tricks, 
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Besides the bears, we bagged a leopard that day 
Ile had been wounded; a bullet having passed 
through one of the joints of his tail. This made 
him very savage, and he charged like a tiger at my 
elephant, who at once turned and bolted ; but as 
she turned round, I took a snap shot, and fancied 
I saw the leopard turn on his back. After a bone- 
breaking expedition on the runaway elephant of 
nearly half an hour’s duration, she was persuaded 
to stop and return, and, sure enough, there lay a 
very handsome leopard dead. Our next day’s bag 
consisted of another bear and two young ones, 
one of which was badly wounded, and had to be 
killed. We traced the old mother bear to a fallen 
tree, and, as the cld lady objected to come out, we 
let off some fireworks in the different hollows of 
the tree, Thus had no effect, so the shekart said 
he would crawl in and sec. The tree was on the 
ground,—a splendid one it must have been ; but 
fire and age had hollowed it out thoroughly, and o 
middle-sized man could walk in if he stooped down. 
In started “ Mooson,” our shi/ ari, but he was not 
long in making his exit. We all admired the 
clever way in which he evaded the bear ; for, instead 
of rushing right away as he came out from the 
tree, he just turned and hopped on to the fallen 
trunk. The bear, with her two young ones, 


REMINISCONCES OF BRIAR 195 


clinging to her hips, went straight ahead, and was 
imniediately rolled over, ‘The two little ones hold- 
ing on to her like grim death. On this occasion 
we were out for over fifteen days, aud though we 
got capital sport as far as small game went, we were 
not over-lucky with tigers, only getting one, Iie, 
however, showed fight. We disturbed him wlule 
he was having a good feed off a buffalo he had 
just killed, and was in no mood for a bolt. I was 
fortunate enongh to see him first, and rolled him 
over hike a rabbit, My makout at once took 
my clephant towards the place where he fell, 
when, with a roar, he cune at me. I gave hin 
my right and left, but that did not stop him, and, 
in a moment, there he was his hind leas holding 
on to the elephant’s trunk, while his foreclaws 
were well dug into the poor animal’s cars. I 
could, if I had felt so inclined, have stroked the 
head of the savage brute. Ie dul look grand as 
he stared at me, his eyes starting ont of his head, 
the hair on his neck and head standing on end, 
and as fine a set of teeth as one wonld wish to 
sea, were imosl unpleasantly brought to noticc. 
Che elephant behaved very pluckily. She stood 
her ground well when the chaige was made ; but 
ay soon as the uger settled on her, she began to 
shuke so violently to try and get rid of the tiger, 
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that I was thrown down on to my seat, and could 
do nothing but hold on to my guns to prevent their 
being thrown out. My howdah had attained 
an angle of 45 degrees, and I could not now have 
held on much longer, when C, G— of our party, 
ranged up alongside, and shot the tiger from off 
my elephant’s head. I had the greatest difficulty 
in getting out of my now very lopsided howdah ; 
but, by making 1 man hang on to one side, I 
managed to scramble out of the other without 
pulling it on top of me. The tiger was a fine 
one, about 9 feet 10 inches inlength. The next big 
thing that fell to my gun was a boa-constrictor. 
Tle was 17 feet long ; and though I put a bullet 
right through hi, head, it was a long time before 
he was dead all over. We had great trouble to 
get him padded, as the natives are very much 
atraid ot these reptiles, Our last acventure on 
this occasion was the sticking of one of ow ele- 
phants in the mud, while crossing one of the small 
streams that run through the jungle. The beast 
was a weakly animal. It had been poorly fed, and 
made no attempt to help itself It sunk deeper 
and deeper into the mire. We cut branches of 
trees, which we stuck into the mud at its sides ; 
but to no effect. Most elephants when they stick 
in the mud in this way, will take advantage of 
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every holp that is put within reach of their trunk, 
and utilize the branches of trees thrown near 
them, by tucking thom in under their side, then 
rolling over on to them, commence the operation 
on the other side again, and rolling over until a 
sufficient quantity of branches have been placed 
to support them, in this way they gradually work 
themselves out, Our miserable beast would do 
nothing, and gradnally sank ; 2 few minutes more 
and only his trunk would have remamed above 
ground. One of the mahou's suggested making 
the other elephants pull him out bodily. Te said, 
there were two elephants who had been used to 
drag the dead elephanis away for interment, and 
that he thought they would be able to rescue this 
one, Tortunately, we had a spare howdah-rope, 
and this, with some trouble and no little danger, 
the mahkout had to pass underneath the mud- 
imbedded elephant ; for there was always the fear 
that he might take it into his head to help himself 
by tucking things under him and commence with 
he mahouw! They kept, however, well away from 
tis forequarters. Theropehaving becn fastened, anc 
then secured round the neck and chest of two other 
elephants, the order to pull was given. The two 
elephants at once set to tugging, and the wretched 
one in the mud was suddenly hauled on to his 


125 REMINISCENCIS OT BHITAR 


back wheve he lay resisting and kicking with las 
heels in the aw hke a naughty baby. The two 
elephants, being strong and well condittoned, gave 
another long and stiong pull, which biought the 
refractory one out of the mud, wilh 1 flop as loud 
a» the explosion of a good sized bombshell. Tt 
was a rehef when we got him ont; for if he had died, 
ui wonld have addcd very much to the cost of 
om shooting party. We had been out for a fort 

night, and it was time to retwn Though we 
had not shot much, we had enjoyed ourselves 
thoroughly. The fortnizht cost us Rs 150 each. 
We had met and joined camp with the Soorsund 
Babu, so we had the use of his elephants to beat. 
These, with what we had, gave us a giand line of 
heating elephants I think our total muster was 
seventy, sixty of which we took out with us, the 
other ten remained behind to carry branches as 
fodder lov the others. We were up, and m the 
saddle, carly in the morning, having a long ride 
before we reached Br ish ternitory. As we near- 
ed the boundary, v Higes became more numery 
ous; and, not bem quite sure if we were on 
the right road, we made for whai looked like a 
vill. ge Autuherry (office), Tlere a very icspectablo 
and civil official came out and put ns on the 
right way Noticing several ryots in peouhar 
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positions, some standing on one lee; others in the 
sume pos tion,b it pedestalled onan inverted earthen 
pot surrounded by o thick bed of thorns, we asked 
why they were kept this: “Oh, replied the 
official, “ th ¢ is how we collect rent 5’ we nquired 
whether they found that tie punishment had the 
desired cfect The reply wis vhit viese men would 
pay in an honr or so; but if the saheb would like 
to sce some of the very vetiactory ones, the official 
would be glad to show them Following lum, he 
led us into a long, low roofed house, and there we 
found about half-a-dozen men buried up to their 
necks in the ground, “These sr, are great bud: 
mashes (scamps) ; but they will pay.” We asked 
how long they were likely to be kept there, and 
the reply was : ‘By sunset they will have paid all 
rent dae by them.’ Oa ie.taning to the open six, 
the litte Nepaulese Collector with great glee ex- 
plained to us the nature of the punishincnt of the 
one-leg tortiue The mim had to stand on one 
leg with the other foot resting on it as well 
ay to kecp himselt balanced on the inverted pot. 
New him stood a man with a good long stick. 
At the shghtest attempt, on the part of the prison- 
er under punishment, to pub down the other ley, 
the earthen vessel was smashed at a blow, and the 


unfortunate ryot would fall sprawling on lis hands 
wih B 9 
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and knees among the thorns strewn to receive 
him. 

As we mounted our horses to go on, the little 
offal, with a grin on his face, remarked that 
he hoped we had noticed everything, and that 
when we returned to our couniry, we would try 
his plan with our ryots, and find it succeed. It 
is a strange fact that the Tirhoot ryots are con- 
stantly boltimg mto the Nepaul Tera, showing 
that there they are treated in a way which they 
understand, and where they are not harassed by 
new laws, which are changed every few years, 
and where no “Tlbet”” may intrude his little bill. 
Justice in Nepaul is very summary. Sir Jung 
Bahadoor, when he came to Sonepore, had a liv- 
ing stance of it in his smte This was a trea 
surer who had made free with the coin under his 
charge The offender’s right hand was ordered 
to be cut off, which was forthwith done. He 
was not dismissed from his place ; the punishment 
had condoned the offence, and, as Sir Jung re- 
marked with a knowing twinkle of his little eye, 
“he is not hkely to steal aga.” The treasurer 
rode a beautiful Arab, and managed him most skil- 
fally notwithstanding his handless arm. 

A sharp canter brought us to our dog-carts, 
where we separated, and each proceeded to his 
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own home, On reaching Doomrah, I found a 
leticr from my Assistant, asking for leave to go 
with a party to shoot in the Rajah’s preserves at 
Peeprone, and, as I would be delayed a day or 
two at Doomrah, I sent a roply by express with 
the required sanction. The party shot some deer 

. and pea-fowl, and returned after a couple of days’ 
shooting. 


CIIAPTER XT 


I PAKE CHARGM OF SHAMPORE M{ROHA TOURNEY, 
AND VISI£ 10 GALCUTLA OULBRIAK 
OF FHL MUFINY 


N 1856 I was offered charge of Shahpore-Mir- 
& cha, which I accepted. As the manager who 
was to relieve me at Doomrah was away on leave, 
I found myself in charge of that place also. I had, 
therefore, Doomah, Shahpore, and Chitwarrah on 
my hands, and, as my Assistant at Chitwarrah was 
on the sick list, I had plenty to do. The head 
native servant or moonshz, one Kali Prasad at 
Shalipore, was supposed to have the factory under 
lis thumb. He certainly had acquired a lot of 
property, and had a great deal of power; but I 
found him a very good man, and he took great 
interest in the place, 

He told me he hegan life as a writer on small pay 
in the concern ; that the proprictor of the factory 
finding him sharp gradually promoted him till he be- 
came the head native servant. Le then, by doing 
a little banking, gradually amassed money, and 
purchased landed property, Is father before him 
had already some zemindaris. I may mention that 
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he eventually became a sharcholae: m the factory, 
and that his son, or rather his widow—for poor old. 
Kali died some years ago is now proprietor of the 
whole concern. 

About this time T had occasion to go to Calcutta, 
and, as iwo other friends were going also, we 
mranged to travel together. We drove to Ban- 
kipore, and there found our ddk ghariie or 
palhec carmage, waiting, We had taken sup- 
plies for the road ; and, as our first day would be 
Christmas day, a turkey and a couple of bottles 
of “ fiz” forined part of our store We went out 
of Bankipore with a flomish, as the trap was 
horsed ; but, after going some fifteen mules, we 
came to the end of the macadamised routs, and. 
were then propelled by coolies, This was vay 
slow work, and it was well after 10 v. m before 
we reached the Jehanabad dik bungulow (rest- 
house) very hungry and sleepy. The old /han- 
samak was not long in getling out the bumpers, 
and by the time we had eaten a fow slices of tu- 
key and fimshed our two bottles of champagne, 
we felt quite lively again, We had no time to 
lose, the things were packed, and we were soon 
en route again. When we awoke in the morn- 
ing, after rather an uncomiortable rest, for a dak 
gharrme, is not meant to cary three, especially 
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all good sized men, we found ourselves close to 
Gyah. As it was very cold, we stopped and brew 
ed some coffee, and found a eup of strong coffee 
a great “pick-meup.” By 10 a. M. we were 
comfortably seated in the Gyah dak bungalow 
at bieakfast. The verandah was crowded with 
men offering for sale 1mages of elephants, sacred 
bulls, &¢., carved out of Gyah stone. Gyah is to 
the Ilindoo a very sacred city, and the Ilndoo 
priests, who have possession of the different tem- 
ples, make a very good thing out of it. They 
actually, during the pilgrimage season, send out 
“touts,” who go miles ont on the different roads 
to persuade pilgrims to come to certain temples, 
and there are often most scrious riots between the 
employ(s of the proprietors of the different 1em- 
ples. Gyah is made extra sacred, as it is one of 
the places where Vishnoo put his foot on earth. 
He seems to have been going on one foot with a 
kind of hop before he took the nexé step, as the 
“ Vishn Pud,’ or foot-prints of Vishnoo, seem all 
to be in one convenient coner whee all the 
temples stand. The supposed foot prints are cut 
out of stone. ‘This represents the impression of a 
foot of gigantic dimensions. When a wealthy pil. 
grim goes to any of these shrines, he is suppos- 
ed to fill the foot-print with gold or silver coin. 
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This is of course, taken by the “ Gyewalls,” as the 
proprictors of the temples are called. Gyah is a 
very dry place, the baie hills in the warm wea- 
ther throw out great heat. The fields are sur. 
rounded by low embankments to catch any rein 
that may fall, and when the soil is moistened, it 
becomes a sticky red clay. Beware of Gyal mus- 
quitucs; they ae the most vicious little insects 
ever met with. ‘There is a story told of a Scotch- 
man, who lately arrived from his native heath, and 
who had head of musquitocs (most likely Gyah 
ones) from some of his travelled friends, inquired 
on seeing an elephant if it was a musquito. 

From Gyah we were propelled by coolies to the 
Grand ‘Trunk Road There is nothing to see but 
large sun burnt plains on which a few herds of 
giaceful antelope were feeding on the litile grass 
they can pick up. They sre very wild, and if 
you altempt to get near them, off they go bound- 
in, high into the air before they setile down to a 
steady pace. Reaching the Grand Trunk Road, 
we changed ou coolies for horses, and away we 
went at a more cheerful pace. ‘he scencry, ag 
you pass, the noled Dunwah Pass 1s giand, and, 
as you have ascdndcd to a higher level, the cold 
is mtenge The road is natually very much up- 
hill, and to warm ourselves and case the hoise, 
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we got out to have a brisk walk, but, when not 
very far from the top of the Jull, the driver told 
us we would be safer in than out of the tap, as 
tigers very often jumped out of the jungle and 
carried away men We took the hint and got in, 
After sunset, we spied the twinkle of a dé/ bunga- 
low light, and ordered our Jehu to pull up; our 
provisions were soon unpacked, and the /hansamah 
added a few potato>s to our supplies We made 
a good dinner, and lighting up our pipes, started 
on our way rejoicing. Next morning we found 
ourselves ina grand climate somewhere among the 
Santal [llls, where our conveyance pulled up to 
change horses, and we wee swiounded by an 
admiring crowd of very lightly clad children. We 
were much amused by the ingenious way m which 
they kept themselves warm ; each carried an earthen 
Lutiah (a kind of earthen pot), in which were some 
live embers ‘This 'vhen they squaticd down, they 
popped under the little clothing ihey had, and thus 
kept themselves wwm. Tt took tec days and 
two nights io reach Calcutta, but the journey had 
to be timed so as to arrive at Ranigunge enly 
enough to catcla the train to Calentta, which then 
only 1an as far as that place. By'9 a. at. we found 
ourselves at Howrah, the E I. Railway terminus. 
We had to gather our goods together, and employ 
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a few coolics to take them to the steamer at the 
railway pier, where the ferry steamer lay, and she 
took us across the Hooghly Now, this mver is 
crossed by a fine bridge standing on floating pon- 
toons. 

T had not visited Caleutia s‘nce 11y arrival in 
the country, but found very litile change in it. 
One or two fine buildings were in course of crec- 
tion, but a man from upcountiy soon tires of 
the constant sameness, The one plensant thing is 
the evenmg drive on the Stiand by the river’s 
bank. Ilere you enjoy tle cool sca breeze that 
begins 10 blow about sunset. ‘Tho number of 
rowly stylish equipiies briskly diving up and 
down the witered way, and the number of well 
mounted horsemen and women pris much life nto 
the scene. ‘The Eden Gardens existed m a small 
way in those days, but under another name. 
There, now, with the band plying, is found a 
most del ghtful lounge for the wea y denizens of 
the City of Palaces, While in Caler .t1, 7 went to 
see the Ind go sales at the Mart. On atival there, 
T was asked if T would not have some lunch, and 
walking into a long apartment sometling like an 
empty ptoic-room, 1 saw a table round which 
werg men all busy at lunch. Thomas & Go. and 
W. Moran & Co. are famous for thaw cold beef, 
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galad, and draft beer tiffins, and I can say I enjoy- 
ed mine. As the clock stmkes two the sale begins. 
One of the partners mounts the first chest of In- 
digo to be sold. ‘These are generally sold by 
tens ; they are assorted by the brokers, so that the 
colours may run as evenly as possible. ‘To sell ten 
chests does not take two minntes ; the bidding is 
80 brisk, the great object of tending purchaser 
being to catch the auctioneer’s ear first with the 
final bid ; this 1s shouted out by half-a-dozen men 
at the sametime, for they know to a rupee what 
the batch will go for, and when it comes to the 
final bid, the scream for precedence is bewildering. 
Indigo sells now fiom about Rs, 225 to 280 per 
maund, After the fulures of 1847 Indigo fell to 
very low prices, but gradually rose again, varying 
with the demand. If the crop be poor, and the 
demand good, prices range very igh. 

We were not sorry when the time came for us 
to leave Calcutta, wich we did towards the end 
of January, 1857, returning aswe came. It would 
be uscless to describe our trip back We passed 
many sepoy regiments encamped by the road, for 
this was the marching season, and we were over- 
taken by General Anson, the Commander-in-Chiel, 
who had been to Calcutta to see his fanily off to 
England, We have often thought how lucky it was 
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the mutiny did not breik out while we were on 
our journey as, if it had, we could not have escap- 
ed. Poor General Anson did not live long after 
we saw him; he died before Delhi worn out by 
the cares and anxictics of that siege. In due 
course of time we veacied home, and were glad 
to get back again, In May, 1857, we heard unplea- 
sant rumours of mutiny among the sepoys, first 
from Barrackpore, then an outbreak at Meerut. 
These soon spread like wild fire over the country. 
To show that the natives had some idea of what 
was going on, a dhunsamah, an old servant who 
had accompanicd his master on a visit to Caleutta 
one evening ashe was helping him to undress, 
said : “ Saheb, 18 1 trua that all natives are to be 
mado Christians?’ ‘lo which his master answered 
jokingly, “ yes.’ “Thon,” replied the domestic, “ I 
would uot give much for the cold meat, &e., it will 
all be stolen!” A native who is in caste is barred 
from cating anything that has been at a Huro- 
pean’s table on the plea of its being to them un- 
clean. But the day a native becomes an outeaste, 
he calls himself a “ Kistian,” ¢., Christian, and, 
as Baboo Keshub Chunder Sen said in a lecture at 
Mozutferpore, at once adopted all the vices of the 
Luropean, but none of his virtues. The cold 
viands and master’s liquor were bound to go once 
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the conversion took place. The conversion of Mos- 
lems and Indoo, by ruse or force, if necessary, 
by the English, wa» the red rag flaunted by those 
who wished to fan the fire of rebellion, and the 
report of bullocks and pig’s fat being used in the 
lubricating composition for the cartridges was all 
to this end. he Commander-in-Chief published 
a General Order denying the report, but to allay 
any fear, as to losing caste by biting the cartridges, 
new drill was set on foot, whereby the cartridges 
were to be torn, not bitten. When the regiments 
mutinied, they thought nothing of using these 
very cartridges they so much objected to. While 
all this was goimg on, the startling reality was un- 
pleasantly brought home to us by a letter from 
the Magistrate, summoning us into the station 
(Mozufferpore), to assist to protect it and our 
selves. As the summons scemed urgent, I at 
once sent out horses to the different stages, and 
in a few hours atter, started, armed to the teeth 
with one double-barrelled gun in the splash board, 
another put up behind the buggy, and a revolver 
in its case at my feet, In this way we, my wile, 
and I, for I was now a married man, journey ed some 
fifteen miles, feelmg anything but happy atthe look 
of things. Our little daughter, we had put into 
her small basket cradle at our feet, Arrived at 
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Mozufterpore, we went to Secunderpore, where the 
Magistrate and Collector lived, wd to whose house 
we had received an mvitation. We found a num- 
ber of planters and their families already gathered 
there. Leaving my wife and child there, I stated 
off round the station to find out what was wrong, 
and gathered that trouble was expected, from the 
‘‘Nujechs,’ a provincial battalion who supplied 
men as yuads for the treasury &e. One of the 
officials, a good lingmst, had disguised himself, and 
loitering about the Nujceb barracks, had overheard 
some treasonable talk, The Magistrate had, theve- 
fore, considered it right to call in all Europeans for 
mutual liclp in case of need, 

Meeting several planters, we talked over the state 
of affuwrs, and determined to call on the officials to 
meet'us, and say why they had called us in, and 
what they wanied done. A lettu wus accord’ngly 
drafied and sent, asking all the officials 10 meet us 
at noon the following day At that hour we as- 
remblcd, an were told by the Magis rate we were 
wanted to mount guard as sentrics over the trea- 
sury, as the .Vazecbs could not be tiusted. ‘This 
we objected to do; bnt suggested that wo were 
ready to disarm those suspected, and thus get rid 
of the threatened danger, and, tf necessary, send 
the treasure to Patua in our factory-carts under a 
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planter escort. This did not meet the views of the 
Collector, and we did not see the force of leaving 
our wives and families to take care of themselves, 
while we took care of the Government treasury 

The meeting ended, therefore, in nothing being 
done. The planters from the far-off districts began 
to arrive, and soou there were over three hundred 
men, women, and children in Mozufferpore 


CHAPTER XIL ’ 


WH YORTIFY TIE DOGIORS NOUSE—TND * VIDILLT 
@UARDE —PAKING A PRISONLR—PALSE ALARM BUR. 
DOR OF MAJOR AND MRS HOLMES—MUTINY OF THT 
NASIVE INLANLRY AL DINAPORE—DLLLNGL OL ARKAHA« 
{I MULINY OVER—TOMDWARD BOUND, 


WE Magistrate could not entertain all, and it 

would not do for us to be scattered over the 
place, so the doctor and Mr, Weston offered their 
houses and grounds, and we formed two camps and 
messes. The houses were 500 yards apart, but 
stood almost in the same grounds, We all moved 
into our new quarters ; the ladies and children occu- 
pying the houses, while the gentlemen slept in 
tents formed into small camps, one at cach flank 
of the houses, and one in the front, as an advétne- 
ed guard. Each of the camps supplied two sen- 
ties, and wo all had to do our two hours’ watch 
every night. Ata meeting, one of our member 
‘was appointed commandant of the garrison, and 
he again named bis subordinates, placing one nian 
in command of each small camp. Besides these 
camps, there was a portico guard composed of old. 
gentlemen, who kept watch tall 11 at night, The 
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reason for estal lishing this ‘* Vicille Giarde” was, 
that the ladies would not see that there was 
any danger, and msisted on enjoying themselves, 
The young men were quite of the same opinion, 
and the commandant was at his wit’s-end how to 
keep the sentrics to their duty. At last the bright 
idea of a guard, to consist of non-dancing men, 
who were to act till 11 o'clock, suggested itsclf, 
and the arrange nent was carried out, A Genaal 
Order was issued to the effect that at 11 o'clock 
all hghts were to be put out, and dancing, &e., 
stopped. 

We had just g0¢ things into working order, whcn 
the Magistrate asked for a few men to go out 
and saze a darogah (head inspector of police), 
who was reported to be up to mischief. Three 
men and the Assistant Magistrate were chosen. 
One of the planters had Ins house near where 
the" police station stood, and sending out word, 
that he was coming with some friends to shoot, 
they stated in the evening Larly next moin- 
ing they drove straight to the police station, not 
a minute too soon, for they found the daragah 
writing a letter to the rebels, inviting thom over 
to loot the treasury, his horse ready saddled for a 
bolt, in case of need. Tle was very much astonish- 
ed when he was arrested and placed in charge 
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of the three gentlemen of the Blues, who marched 
him out While arrangements were being made 
for having his papers examined, one of his guards 
noticed the “ darogah” eycing the revolver, which 
one of them was holding very carelessly, and 
paying more attention to what others were doing 
than to his prisoner The inspector suddenly 
made a grab at the revclver, but the man who 
had been watching him, caught him a smart 
blow over the fingers, which made him leave it 
alone. He was now put on to the back seat of 
the dog-cart pintoned, and tied to the back railing 
of the trap. His guards then jumped up, and 
they drove off to Mozufferpore. Ilere a tent had 
been erected as guard-room, and two men were 
placed as sentries over him. The wretched man 
evidently saw that things were not all right for 
him. IIc was a Moslem, so he began at once count- 
ing his beads and praymg. At night, a guard 
of Ihregular Cavalry, part of the 12th Ivre- 
gular Cavalry, commanded by IIolmes at Segow- 
he, took chaige of the prisoner ; and next morn- 
ing he was placed in an ehah, and sent off to 
Segowlic under an Inmegular Cavalry escort to be 
dealt with by Major Holmes. On the evening of 
the next day, we were surprised lo sce the escort 


and prisoner return ; and a private communication 
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from Holmes, to say that his men were much averse 
to having the peeler hanged at Segowlie, he being 
a Moslem; so he had sent him back, and advised 
his bemg sent to Patna, to the Commussioner there, 
who seemed to lave no fear of consequences, and 
had already strung up one or two mutinecrs. 
Giving the unhappy man a night’s rest, we packed 
him off to Patna under the same escort Ile was 
not long kept waiting, for he was hung that even 

ing, martial law having been proclaimed, and 
justice was quick and sure, “ Warris Ali,” for 
that was the rebel’s name, died, calling on all 
Mahomedans to inform the King of Delhi that he 
had been true to him to the last. The seizing of 
a rebel, and lis passing a prisoner to and from our 
camp, caused some little exciterjent ; but we were 
destined to have another little shock, rather un- 
pleasant while it lasted. One night, one of our 
senties to the front, observed a long line of hight» 
suddenly advancing towards the house, and, as 
he was consulting with his brother sentry whether 
he should turn out the different guards, tivo or 
three natives rushed in through the gate, calling 
out “ Bagho Sahib ” “Run away, Sir!” Mean- 
while, the garrison at the next house had been 
alarmed, and the men were tmning out, when one 
of them not quite awake from his slumbers, acci- 
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beating their breasts ; they were delighted to see 
white faces back again, as they knew that they 
were now safe from being looted. The police 
had already given one or tw of them a screw up. 
The post-office bemg central, the horse-men made 
for the place, dismounted, and held council as to 
what was to be done now they were in possession. 
As they were talking, they heard the distant noise 
as of a big mob approaching, and seizing their 
double bartels prepared to do or die. 

What was their delight to see their old friend, 
the Magistrate, accompame] by the Government 
Schoolmaster (who had volunteered to retum 
with him) mde up, followed by half of the popu- 
lation of the place. The Magistrate’s frst act 
was to interview the Nujecbs,. and express to 
them how satisfied he personally and the Govern- 
inent were with their behaviour; and ordered a 
handsome reward in cash to be given to cach man. 
The Magistrate and all the Curopeans retuned 
that night to Dhoolie, and next day those of our 
party returned to Jeetwarpore, while the Magis- 
trate and the Schoolinaster jomed the other officers 
who had been ordered to rcturn to Mozutlerpore. 
Shortly after a detachment of Sikhs, unde Licu- 
tenant Waller, was sent to Moznfferpore, the doc- 
tor’s house was properly fortificd, loop-holed, and 
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christened by some wag “ Fort Pill Box.” It was 
well stored with rice, dhal, &c., but, fortenately, 
jts services were never required We had many 
alarms after this, but things gradually settled 
down. We had regiments of Goorkhas from 
Nepaul quartered in Moznfferpore for a time to 
interrupt mutmous regiments supposed to be try- 
ing to make their way to Delhi; also the Yeo- 
manry Cavalry which did such good services in 
Gorukpore. This was a corps raised in Caleutta 
and armed with old arms, which some said were 
those used at the Battle of Plassey one hundred 
years before. Be that as it may, they did good 
service with them. Our plans in retreating to 
Jeetwarpore were, in case of necessity, that we 
should retire on, Doulatpore Factory, further down. 
the river, where a garrison had formed ; and there 
the house had been well protected with iron shect- 
ing, while long rakes with their teeth sharpened 
and turned point upwards, formed a very good 
chevaue de frise in case of sudden attack, The 
top of the house was provisioned, and a stair led 
through a hole in the roofin case a retreat there 
was considered necessary. If we had been driven 
out of this, we would have retired down tho river, 
and reached the Ganges. We were, however, never 
in any danger, from a rising in our own district, 
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dentally discharged his gun. The report of danger 
had been conveyed to the ladies of this house, 
and they were in great alarm, but when the gun 
went off, there was a regular panic. Fortunate- 
ly, the report had frightened more than the garvi- 
son; for, as soon as they heard it, the advan- 
cing line stopped, and in a second, every light was 
thrown to the ground, Just then our mounted 
patrol (for we patroled the town also to see that, 
order was kept) arrived. One of the men, a fiery 
Scot, drew lis sword, and explaining that he 
would like to try the temper of his blade, was 
about to set spurs to his horse, when a sentry held 
him back, and told him not to be foolish, for 
what could he do one against hundreds. The 
Scot drew out a pistol, cocked it, and presenting 
it at the man, called out, “ "ust you let go,” which 
he did at once, and the horseman at a bound 
disappeared im the dark, IIe was followed by the 
rest of the patrol, and we expected to hear shots 
every minute, but in about half-an-hour they 
returned, ‘They reported they could sce or find 
nothing but the smouldering torches, and, though 
they scoured the country, not a sign of a living 
being could be found. This sudden appearance 
and disappearance has always been a mystery. 
Some thought it might have been a wedding 
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procession, but knowmg we weie in camp, and 
looking out for an enemy, I doubt if a wedding 
procession would have come there ; besides this, 
wedding processions do not march silently. My 
idea is that it was a ruse to try us, and sce if we 
were really on the alert, The shot accidentally 
fired ; they at onze took as a signal for attack, and 
knowing that the sudden extinguishing of the 
torches would fazilitate their retreat, they throw 
them down, and lispersed over the country. The 
men we suspected were the Nujeebs; uf they 
could have got rid of us, over ten lakhs of rupees 
were in their hands. On Sundays prayers were 
read in the open air under the shade of the house. 
A guard over-looked from the top of the house 
in case of a sudden attack. We had stored num- 
bers of bags of rice and dhal (a kind of spht 
pea), and hundveds of earthen pots of drinking 
water on the top of our residence. ‘The veran- 
dahs were protected by sand bags. Things, how- 
ever, soon quicted down again after this alarm, 
The rains act in, md it began to pour ; this rather 
damped the ardour of the gallant Blues who had 
to sleep in tents ; and as a report which afterwards 
proved false, of the fall of Delhi, and defeat of the 
mutincers, was 1eceived, we made up our minds 
to return to our homes and await the turn of 
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events. The whole thing had, after all, been a 
very pleasant meeting, and we were rather soiry 
when the tame came to part. I forgot to men- 
tion that we took another prisoner, a small 
“‘zemindar” (landholder), living near Doulatpore 
factory, who took advantage of the absence of 
the manager to proclaim himself king of those 
parts, and to collect blackmail on the river, stop- 
ping boats, and making them pay toll. This 
coming to the Magistrate’s ear, m order was given 
for his arrest, and two men, one of them the 
manager of the factory, started off to dirve about 
fifty miles and carry out the order The thing 
was most snecessfully done, and the man ca ght 
in the act of isswng orders for certain illegal 
procecdings. The manager, W. C. B,—, as soon as 
he reached Doulatpore factory, started off for the 
village where this man lived, and, entering the 
enclosure in which his house stood, found him, 
sitting in state with the members of lus council 
yound him, B.—holding out the warant to him, 
called on him to surrender, at the same time point- 
ing his revolver at his head. The crowd of ad- 
miting courtiers were not long in making them- 
selves scarce, and the unhappy “ zemindar ” was 
strapped to the back of the dog-cart. They at 
pee started on their retwm journey, and by 
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evening the zemindar was safely lodged in jail. 
Tle was tricd and imprisoned for ten years. We 
were not to be left in peace at our homes long, 
for in about ten days or less, after our return, we 
received the news of the mutiny of the 12th Irre- 
gular Cavalry at Segowlic, ‘They had murdered 
their Commanding Officer, Major Iolmes, his wile, 
also the doctor of the regiment, and his wife It 
was sad to think that a gallant officer who had 
been through many a campaign, leading these 
very men to victory, should be shot by them. His 
wife, too, hid escaped from the Cabul massacre of 
the fust Afghan War when her first husband, 
Captain Sturt, was killed. Mrs. [lolimes was 
daughter of Lady Sale, who was also one of the 
Afghan prisoners. ‘The story told of the mnur- 
der of Holmes and his wife by the natives is as 
follows :-— 

They were out for their usual evening drive, 
when Iolmes saw a section of his men riding up 
to them, Ile immediately suspected villany, and 
called out to them: “I know what you want, it is 
my life ; that you can have, but spare the lady ;” 
the reply was a volley which killed both him and 
his wife. The mutineers decapitated poor ITolmas, 
cavrying away his head. The whole regiment 
then marched out of Segowlie, passmg close by 
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Lall Seryah Factory ; they never stopped to do 
any harm, but continued on their road towards 
Lucknow and Delhi. The doctor and his wife at 
Segowlie refusing to come out of their house, it 
was fired, and they beg driven out by the flames 
were shot; their bodies were never discovered, 
the fire having consumed them, house and every- 
thing The news of this sad iragedy verched D.— 
(who lived some nine miles away) in the after- 
noon, and he determined to make an attempt to 
recover, and bury I[olmes and his wife. This he 
did, and had them buried at Motuhary, the chief 
town of Chumparun, The only European saved 
from Segowlie was a little child of the doctor's, 
who was out with her nurse for a walk. The 
ayah (nurse), hearing what was happening, hid 
‘her little charge in a native woman’s house, and 
as soon as the Irregular Cavalry left, took the 
child to the nearest European, who sent her on 
to her relations. The day we heard of the mutiny 
of the cavalry at Segowlie, the news of the mutiny 
of the three Native Infantry Regiments at Dinapore 
arvived. All hope of escaping seemed to us to be 
a amend, and the Commissioner of Patna, being 
much of this opinion, sent an order to the officials 
under his orders, to at once muster at Patna, 
and 4o call in all the residents of their districts, 
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and bring them with thom. This order was acted 
on, notice being* sent to all residents in the dis- 
trict to go to Patna; and after dinner all ofteuals, 
non-officials, and others starled off for a moon- 
light journey to Patna, Before continuing what 
took place in Tirhoot, I will state to my renders 
how the regiments mutinted at Dinapore. There 
were three regiments there, the 40th, 7th, and 8th 
Native Infantry Public opin on was very strong 
on the dismming of these regiments, but some of 
the officers objected to it, ‘The Commanding 
Officer and Adjutants had great confidence in 
their men, so the evil day was put off. At last, 
as a detachment of the 37th Queen’s happened to 
be at Dinapore with the 10th Queen’s, it was dcter- 
mained, at any rate, to remove the ammunition, 
consisting of so many 1ounds per man, in posses-” 
sion of the regiments, so ammunition waggons 
were sent off to eflect this. ‘The carts wore sont 
to the magazines of the two furthest off rogi- 
ments , al first the men did not understand what 
was being donc, and the ammunition carts had 
removed the caps and cart: dges of one regunent, 
and were on them way lo the next, when the mon 
turned out and forming, inrdea rush for tho curt, 
Meanwhile, all the European officers had joined 
their men and tried to keep them quict, but to no 
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effect; they rushed down after the carts, which 
by this time had come on to the parade ground 
of the next regiment. Why or wherefore, no one 
seems to know; the regiment, on whose ground 
the other had trespassed, fixed bayonets, and 
drove the trespassers off, so th wt the officers of that 
regiment felt convinced of their loyalty. Mean- 
while, notice had been sent to the Luropean regi- 
ments and artillery to move up from their lines 
about a mile distant, and the minute the Native 
Tnfantry heard the tread of the Quecn’s regiments 
and the rumble of artillery, a panic seemed to 
seize them, the evil-disposed firing at their officers 
(some of whom in the enthusiasm were going 
about trying to stop the men from leaving’), while 
a few loyal sepoys walked about knocking up the 
muskets of those who were tiying to shoot down 
their officers. Secing the fing commence, the 
invalid soldiers of the European regiment (who 
had been armed and placed on the top of an hos- 
pital overlooking the parade ground), began to 
fire, and this settled the matter, for the Native 
Infantry Regiments at once went off ; some men 
of the 7th and 8th remained, and about one hun- 
dved of the 40th Native Infantry. The guns arriv- 
ing late, limbered up, and sent a few round shot 
afier the mutinecers who were far away in the dis- 
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tance by this time. The matinied regiments made 
their way to Arrah, where they found the residents 
had fortified the station bilhard-room, into which the 
Magistrate and Collector had taken all the Govern- 
ment treasure. The latter soon found themselves 
besieged. The defence of the Arrah house has 
become a matter of history. Tl ere were besides 
the residents some of Rattray’s Sikhs, now the 45th 
Native Infantry, in the house, and they helped most 
matenally in the defence. A well had to be dug in 
the ground floor, as they were short of water, this 
the Sikhs did at onee. The alacrity shown by 
them in seizing some sheep that had been allowed 
to stray near the house was much adinwed, 

The mutineers, without a leader, showed very 
little pluck ; they had got a small cannon which 
they fired from the rool of an overlooking house, 
but the artillery-men hid behind the chunney 
stack. pushirs the gun out and firing at random, 
A leader well pumed with dhang (hemp) hav- 
ing been obtained, one or two attempts at a rush 
were made, but, fortunatcly, there were in the 
Arrah house some crack shots who picked the 
leaders off, when the main body at once turned 
and bolted. The mutincers once tried 10 smoke 
out the littl: band. Piling up dry grass, with 
quantities of chillies mixed with it, they sot it 
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on fire, Fortunately, the wind changed just 
then, and the besiegers got the worst of it, The 
officer commanding at Dinapore, as soon as prac- 
ticable after the mutiny of the sepoys, had sent 
off a force to relieve Arrah, but they wore unfor- 
tunately caught in an ambush, and so cut up that 
they had to return to Dinapore. When the rem- 
nants of the force arrived, they were met by the 
women of the regiment, uud then lawentations 
were loud for those who had net retwned. From 
gvief, their emotions turned to fary, and they sur- 
rounded the General’s quarters, calling on lim 
to come out; if he had, they would have pulled 
him to pieces, for they considered his not disarm- 
ing the sepoys to be the cause of their sorrow. 
The men of the Native Infantry who had been true, 
were placed in tents behind the cfficers’ mess-house. 
A report had gained ground among the Huropean 
soldiers that, their remaining was merely 1 vise, 
and that those who had gone off would return 
by boat at night, and, assisted by those who pre- 
tended loyalty, would murder all. The offect of 
this was, that just afier the officers had dined 
one evening, a great uproar was heard ; and rush- 
ing out to see what was wrong, the officers found 
that the native soldiers had been killed as they 
lay asleep. The assembly was sounded, and the 


156 REMINISCENCES OF BRITAR 


wms of the Enropeans examined ; but though 
every one knew who had done this, things were 
in too critical a state to take notice of it, The 
Aurah gariison were getting sadly pressed when 
Sir Vincent Eyre, with a party ofthe 5th Fusihers 
and two guns, marched on Arrah from Buxar, 
and defeating the mutinccis, rclieved the place. 
Stories of the mutiny have been written from overy 
part of India. I will conane myself to what 
happened in cur district. ‘The day after all the 
offiaals and residents had been summoned to 
Patna, I got an express from my neighbour J. 0 — 
telling me that all officials had left ihe district, 
and, advising me to go over to him, thence to 
Poosah, and from there by river to Jectwarpore, 
which place he proposed we should fortify and 
remain ab until obliged to move on. We were 
not long in answering this summons, and reach- 
ing Dhoolic, found J, ©.—ready for a start. We 
arrived at Poosah at mid-day, where a boat was 
all ready. We wore joined heise by several young 
men from the neighbouring factories and the officer 
in charge of the Poosah Stud. Dropping down 
the river, we reached Jeetwarpore next morning, 
When at Poorah, we heard that the detachment 
of Holme’s Incgular Cavalry (then at Mozuffer- 
pore), hearing the main body had mutinied, at 
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once began to loot. Captain B —and his nephew 
had a natrow escape ; they arrived at Mozuffer- 
pore afler the officials had l2ft, and rode up to 
the Magistrate’s house where they found an old 
servant only to receive them, who begged of them 
to go on, as the troopers had already sent once 
to see if any “ Sahibs” were still there. Fortu- 
nately they stuted at once, for not ten minutes 
after they had left, the troop of cavalry galloped 
up and surrounded the housc, then entered, and 
helped themselves to everything that meht be 
useful. They then went to the stable and took 
all horses that, had been left behind. We were 
some thice days at Jeetwarpore, and not a letter 
or paper had we received ; we were therefore 
perfectly ignorant of what was going on clse- 
where. I had sent an old syce (groom) to see 
what had become of the post, late at night, 
on Thursday, he arrived with a regula: bundle 
of letters and papers. Tle then told us what had 
happened at Mozufferpore. The Sowars, after loot- 
ing the Magistrate’s house, rode down to the 
Treasury, and called on the Nujeebs to divide the 
treasure with them, (The Nujeebs had been well 
fed by tho bankers of the city, who knew once 
things got into a state of anarchy that they would 
be the first to suffer.) This they refused to do, 
oo? 
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saying, that as they had charge of it, they would 
keep 1t. Some unpleasant words then passed, and 
the Nujecbs fired on the cavalry, who took to 
their heels. Those bankers who live on the main 
road which passes through the town had invited 
a body of Nujecbs to guard thew premises ; and, 
asthe troopers rode down the street, a parting 
volley was fired, My washerman had been with 
the syce, and he remarked, “a lot of powder and 
shot was expended ;” but when I asked for an 
idea of the number of slain, I found that there 
was only one wounded, and that, an elderly woman 
one of the troopers was carrying off. The poor 
thing had her thigh broken by a bullet. TTear- 
ing that Momyfferpore ‘was left without an Euro- 
pean head, volinte2rs were called for from among 
our small party, and some five or six men 
decided to go in the next morning. The syce 
explained the non-arrival of our post ; he said, 
the Sowars had kept the Bengalee Postmaster 
locked up for fear he should send notice to Dina- 
pore, and they might be interrupted. The next 
day our men drove to within five mids of Mozuf- 
ferpore, and then mounting their horses, and tak- 
ing their guns and swords, rode on. As they got 
into the heart of the town, the men and women 
met them, and threw themselves down before them, 
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the pe ple being purely agricultural ; a very few 
meu h .ving enlisted as sepoys, and most of these 
know.ag what was to happen, I fancy, took leave, 
and came to their homes where they remained till 
all was quiet again. With the fall of Delhi, and 
reliof of Lucknow, British rule again asserted 
itself, and the disturbing reports that used to keep 
us in such an unhappy state of uncertainty began 
to cease, and matters g:adually to run in their old 
groove. 

As I had now been out in India over eleven 
years, I thought a change home, after all the ex- 
citement of the last few months, necessary ; so 
about the beginning of December, 1858, we started 
by steamer for Calcutta, the rcad being still dan- 
gerous from bands of vebels. After a trip of ayht 
days we reached Calcutta, and in a few days after 
steamed out of the City of Palaces in the good 
ship John Bell, once more bound for old England 


PTRIAL . 
san 7 
W,RB il 


\e _e 
“ah IBR A Me" 


INDEX OF PROPER NAMOES. 


Baddeley, Wa 149 

Becher, Capt 12 157 

Cox, Janes, 14, 16, 21, 22, 45, 48, 58, 101 192 aid 156. 
Ciunp, Pl , 6 

ne , Mis, 5. 

Dunst, Paddy 68, 69 

Diumm d [, 119 

TVetsier 62 

Gale, John 138. 

mommy Charles 61, 121, 126 
Gust n, 62, 53 

Gordon, 19, 21, 28 

snmm—, Matty’ (mel mime), 47 
Grant Giero. 6 

Holgate, 15 19, 20, 21, 23 24, 25. 
Tlollway, Pred , 30 

Howell, Ait ur, 118 

——, Jol, 72 

“Jimmy, James Melueod, 93. 
Jobn, M_, sporting name of above 92 
MoLeod Kemett 67. 
McDonnell Ti ser, 53. 

Ming es, 88 

Ogityy 62 

Pili g Wm, 80 

Paxton 10 

Ronald, 6, 6, 8 

rom, Moa, 

Russell, Alex 118 

‘ S&immy Sinpson IT B, 119. 
Slade, J 72 

~~ ‘Lom 22. 

Btalkavt, John, 19 20, 21, 

-, 0 “mad Jack,” 80, 66 
Studd, 1, 48 

‘Tindal, Jick, 45, 46, 47, 
Vincent Tiatk 119 

Young, 63, 67 


r 





